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SENATE PROBE 
IS CONTINUED 
BY COMMITTEE 


Promoters With Official Fa-) 
vor Reap Profits While 
Slashing Pilots’ Pay 


RECORDS BURNED 











News Reports Compiled by 
The AIR LINE PILOT 
Tell Story 





The following comprehensive | 
story presents in detail some of the | 
startling developments attending | 
the sub-committee hearings into | 
air mail contracts, which are being | 
presided over by Senator Hugo L. | 
Black. 

Through courtesy of Labor, the 
AIR LINE PILOT is reprinting the 
article. 

Elsewhere in the AIR LINE 
PILOT appears news releases pub- 
lished in the metropolitan press 
covering further phases of the sit- 
uation. 

Another festival of burning gov- 
ernment records to cover up the in- 
side story of air mail contracts was 
brought out before the Black sena- 
torial committee last week. 

W. Irving Glover was second as- 
sistant postmasier general under 
Walter F. Brown, and handled air 
mail contracts. R. L. Johns was 
personal secretary to Glover. Johns 
last week, reluctantly and trying 
hard to wriggle away from Black’s 
searching questions, said that he 
had burned a lot of mail at Glo- 
ver’s order just before March 4, 
1933. 

Johns tried to say that the docu- 
ments he burned were the “pri- 
vate” correspondence of Glover. 
The empty files from which the ma- 
terial was taken bore the labels of 
government business; and Johns 
admitted that Glover called him up 
only a few days ago and declared 
the burned matter “private’’ and 
tried to have the young man agree 
with him. 

Black has issued a summons for 
Glover. 

Spectators are wondering how 
much farther this firebug business 
has gone. 





By GEORGE L. KNAPP 

The highest high flying is not 
done by pilots in airplanes, but by 
promoters of aviation companies 
who have an inside track to the 
United States Treasury. Senator 
Hugo L. Black (Dem., Ala.) made 
that clear at the senatorial investi- | 
gation of air mail contracts last 
week. 

The profits of these promoters 
run into astronomical figures. They 
make Aladdin’s lamp seem com-' 
monplace. 

Charles W. Deeds, only 31 years| 
old now, told how he “invested”? | 
$40 in airplane stock in 1926, and! 
how it was worth more than $5,- 
000,000 a few years later. Fred B. 
Rentschler, brother of Gordon 
Rentschler of New York’s National 
City Bank, put $253 into the same | 
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Flames Kill 10 
As French Ship 


Falls in Storm 








Corbigny, France. — Five high 
French officials and five other per- 
sons burned to death when the 
giant tri-motored airplane, the 
Emeraude, pride of the French 
commercial fleet, fell in flames and 
exploded near here recently on a 
return flight from French Indo- 
China. 

The four-ton plane caught fire 
apparently from a leaky gas line 
in a violent wind and hail storm. | 

The Emeraude exploded when’ 
the pilot tried to land on an open 
field north of here, 175 miles south- | 
east of Paris. The ten occupants 
were trapped in the cabin. 

Governor Victim 
The victims were: | 
Pierre Pasquier, governor gen-| 


PILOT DORRELL 


stock, and his paper profit in 1929|eral of Indo-China; Emmanuel | 
was $35,575,848. Chaumie, director of civil aviation | 
These incredible gains, Black/in the air ministry; Mme. Chaumie; 
brought out, were due to subsidies; M. Balazuc, director of technical | 
from the United States govern-|services in the air ministry; M.| 
ment. Nogues, traffic manager of the Air 
The United Aircraft and Trans-| France Company; M. Larrieu, at-| 
port Corporation paid Rentschler|tache of the air ministry; Capt. | 
salaries and bonuses of $1,585,514 | Bussault, military aid of M. Pas-| 
in six years; but in the same six|quier; Pilot Laumay, Wireless Op-' 
years, the United States govern-|erator Queyrel and Mechanic 
(Continued on Page 4, Col. 3) | Crampbell. 





‘ORDERED PAID 
TO ALPA HEAD 


Cases of Laurenzana and 
Haueter Are Referred to 
Regional Boards 


| WINS VICTORY 











Review Early History Con- 
cerning Washington Hear- 
ings and Pay Question 





The AIR LINE PILOT through 
courtesy of the Chicago Herald and 
Examiner is publishing the news 
account which appeared concern- 
jing the reinstatement of Pilot 
Behncke. 
| Pilot David L. Behncke, presi- 
dent of the Air Line Pilots Associa- 
|tion, organization affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, who 
had been discharged by the United 
| Air Lines after he had appeared at 
NRA code hearings in Washington, 
was ordered reinstated December 
24, by the National Labor Board. 

The text of the reinstatement 
order, received here by the Air 
Line Pilots Association, read: 

“Mr. Behncke shall be reinstated 
immediately without prejudice to 
|his former position as pilot, with 
payment of base pay during the 
period from December 26, 1933, 
the date of his discharge, to the 
date of his reinstatement. Cases of 
Pilots Laurenzana and Haueter re- 
ferred to the Chicago and Cleve- 
land regional boards for the taking 
of addition: “estimony and for de- 
cision.” 





Three Dismissed 

The December 24th decision fol- 
lowed the initial hearing of the na- 
tional labor board which was held 
January 18 regarding charges 
made against the United Air Lines 
of discharging pilots for union ac- 
tivities. Complaints had been made 
that the company had discharged 





GETS NEW POST 


P. A. A. Flier and Former 
Council Chairman Pro- 
moted to Supt. 








The AIR LINE PILOT wishes to 
extend double congratulations to 
V. A. Dorrell of P. A. A., who be- 
came a proud father of a bouncing 
boy almost simultaneously with his 
appointment as Operations Super- 
intendent of Aerovias Centrales, a 


company in which P. A. A. is in- 


terested. 
Pilot Dorrell turned over the 
reins as Chairman of Council 28 to 


Pilot F. J. Nolan until such time as, 


an official election may be held. 
When Dorrell’s promotion was 

officially announced, President 

Behncke sent him the following let- 

ter of reference, which was highly 

appreciated by Dorrell. 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
It is with extreme pleasure that 
have learned of the good fortune 

of Pilot Vernon A. Dorrell, who 

has been appointed Operations Sup- 
erintendent of Aerovias Centrales, 
the Central Airways of Mexico. 

However, it is with regret that we 

have learned he will no longer be 
(Continued on Page 5, Col. 2) 





David Behneke, Nicholas A. Lau- 
renzana of Cleveland, chairman of 
the largest pilots’ council, and Os- 
car R. Haueter, a leader on one of 
the company’s eastern runs. 
According to the United Air 
Lines Pilot Behncke was discharged 
because he had not secured proper 
permission to attend the national 
recovery administration hearings 
and the company assumed he had 
severed connections. The company 
said his activities and utterances 
in Washington made it awkward 
to have him on the payroll and said 


U. 
New Air Record 
In Mass Flight 


Honolulu. — The greatest over- 
seas mass flight was completed on 
January 11, 1934, when six U. S. 
Navy planes carrying thirty men 
on a 2,400 mile “transfer” from | sac 
\California to Hawaii, landed athe had preferred charges of intimi- 
| Pearl Harbor. dation against Vice President E. P. 
| A tremendous ovation was given Lott and Chief Pilot H. T. Lewis. 
\to the air heroes and all Honolulu Charges Denied 
‘yoared and screeched in the din of. These charges were emphatically 
| welcome. any had rage niger se _ = 
The official flying time for the oo congo g alll sa coe ipa sed 


|formation flight across the perilous | hoe ys oe —— by — — 
stretch of th Pace to Fett Hat "erence held in Cheng, th pres 
4 ent of the ni ir Lines 
| Almost simultaneously with the | threatened to discharge him then 
landing of Squadron 10-F at Pearl) and there and that the only reason 
Harbor congratulatory messages|for his discharge was his active 
were sent by Colonel Henry L.| representation of the pilots during 
Roosevelt, Acting Secretary of the | the various conferences in Wash- 








ticipating in the record breaking) 
flight, which was a non-stop hop. 

Commander McGinnis received 
this message from Colonel Roose- 
velt: 

“Well done. The Navy is proud 
of your squadron. My congratula- 
tions and warm personal regards to 
officers and men.” 











Read the AIR LINE PILOT. 


Nevy, to the officers and men par-| ington. 


He added that the pilots’ associa- 


|tion grew out of a real necessity 


to protect hours and wages, and 
that they were being subjected to 
intimidation constantly by the op- 
erators who sought to destroy the 
organization. 

He charged the companies had 
attempted to present a code which 
would have doubled flying time per 

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 5) 
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MM. A RDO oe oi tek nese nes 


E OF AIR MAIL 


SENATE PROB 








By DAVID L. BEHNCKE 
For the past several years, an investigation of air mail 
has been brewing in Congress and, during the last session, 
the Black Senate Investigating Committee was created for 
the purpose of investigating ocean and air mail contracts. 
From all reports, there is plenty to investigate and the facts 


constantly being divulged are 


very enlightening. 


The position of the Air Line Pilots in this investigation 
is the natural position of the employees in any industry. It 
is our hope to see a thorough cleaning take place. 


However, as a group of 
air transportation at heart, it 


workers with the welfare of 
is also our sincere hope that 


nothing detrimental to the industry at large will be done. 
Anything which will mean a step backward in air transpor- 
tation will, aside from the inevitable hindering of com- 
merce, also result in the serious impairment of National 


Defense. 


The great majority of the Air Line Pilots, the 


specialized aircraft mechanics, radio experts~and trained 
operations men, could be quickly brought into active Gov- 


ernment service in a time of n 


ational emergency, and their 


experience would prove invaluable. In any event, anything 
that would impair the efficiency of such a unit, should be 


avoided. 


There has been some talk of cancellation of air mail 
contracts and it has been suggested that such routes be re- 


opened for bid. In this case, 


it is hoped that the Govern- 


ment will first ascertain beyond all possible doubt that the 
bidders are honest and responsible, and that they are re- 
quired to maintain the highest standards of air line opera- 


tions. 


Among other things, this means that they must be 


required to pay all employees the prevailing wage rates be- 


fore contracts are awarded. 


If the highest standards are not maintained in air line 


operations, the industry will q 


uickly deteriorate. Inefficient 


and irregular air mail service, loss of National Defense 
value, and danger to the air travelling public, would be in- 


evitable. 


The air lines can operate safely and efficiently only 
with the finest personnel, equipment and maintenance. 


From the moment the plane | 


eaves the ground, the safety 


of ship, crew, passengers, and mail depends on the effi- 
ciency and morale of the personnel, and to attract such 
men to the industry, adequate wages are essential. 

The Government must remember that the cheapest is 
often the most expensive in the long run, and this axiom is 
especially true of air operations. 








NEW AIR TRIPS 


United Air Lines introduced 
their winter schedules by reducing 
its fastest coast-to-coast service 
from 20 to 19% hours. Connec- 
tions are also being made by 
United with daily round trips be- 
tween Spokane and Seattle. 

Philadelphia is now on the 
United air map and direct service 
is provided to Cleveland, Toledo 
and Chicago, where connections 
may be made for Kansas City. 

Pennsylvania Airlines now make | 
connections with United’s New 
York-Chicago dusk-to-dawn planes | 
to provide service between Chicago 
and Washington. 

Eastern Air Transport operates 
a taxi service between Atlanta, 
Ga., and Warm Springs, a distance | 
of 55 miles. Direct connections | 
are made with the airlines operat- | 
ing between southern cities, Phila- | 
delphia and New York. 

Kohler Aviation Corporation| 


have announced a fifteen per cent 
reduction on their cross-lake Mil- 
waukee-Detroit Airline. 

The Rutland, Vt., railroad has 
initiated a combined air-rail serv- 
ice between New York and Mon- 
treal. 

The New York Central is con- 
ducting a survey relative to the 
establishment of an airline from 
Chicago to Harmon Airport, N. Y., 
with direct plane to train connec- 
tions in to New York City. 


AZORES LANDING FOR 


Pan American is reported to be 
negotiating with the Portugese 
Government for permission to land 
in the Azores on a regular trans- 
Atlantic service. 

It is understood that Richard C. 
Long, who is contacting the Portu- 
gese Government, has the passive 
support of the State Department. 
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Pilot-Reporter Tells Thrilling | 


Tale of Forced Landing 


By PILOT SAM CARSON, 
Council No. 28—Kohler 





It has been a long time since I 
wrote the news for this Council, 
the reason being that we don’t have 
much. Our line has a 275 mile run 
one way or 550 miles round trip, 
and employs four first pilots and 
three copilots. Ninety miles of the 


‘run is over Lake Michigan, and ac- 


cording to Pilot Pat Gossett and 
Ben Craycraft it is over the deep- 
est part. They should know, they 
left Milwaukee the other day with 
the farhenheit five below warm and 
about half way across the drink, 
the noise from the Cyclone ceased: 
Pat looked at Ben and then at the 
water. He couldn’t see very much 
of it as the Jake was steaming bad. 
He just shut his eyes and pulled 
back on the wheel, as they were 
about 200 feet above the H20. The 
landing was quickly over with and 
a good one, but they couldn’t start 
walking as they were in a very un- 
stable condition. The waves were 
about eight feet high and that 
didn’t help matters much. Soon 
after they were down the engine 
was a mass of ice from the spray 
and the ship was icing up, and 
there wasn’t anything they could 
do to get the noise started again. 
The only thing that they could do 
was to jettison all excess cargo to 
lighten the ship. So overboard went 
the seats, floor boards and all ex- 
cess weight, while Ben did this Pat 
pumped out 120 gallons of high 
test with the wobble pump in a 
stream about the size of a pencil; 
I don’t know how long it took him 
but he says his arms are still sore 
from the effort. That over with they 
sat in the cockpit and listened in 
on the radio at Jackson and Chi- 
cago for the weather broadcasts— 
they had one way radio receiving 
set in the ship. 
Face Death 

In the meantime when they 
didn’t arrive in Grand Rapids on 
schedule, E. Barrett, Supt. of Op- 
erations called the Coast Guard 
and had them start a search for the 
missing ship. He figured Pat and 
Ben would be on it as neither of 
them can swim very well, espe- 
cially with the temperature 5 be- 
low zero, also Pilot Roy Pickering 
and Reserve Pilot Archie Leighton 
went out in another “Duck” to 
have a look but owing to the lake 
steaming and darkness they weren’t 
able to get very far out, and had to 
return to Milwaukee. 

Back to Pat and Ben, after about 
three hours the lake stopped steam- 
ing, the ceiling raised to about six 
hundred feet and visibility was 
about fifteen miles. They knew 
that as soon as they were missed a 
search would be started by the 
Coast Guard, and with the weather 
improving they didn’t worry much, 
the first three hours. But all of a 
sudden the left wing was sinking 
into the water and icing up fast, 
the waves had pounded the pontoon 
loose and the right wings were 
forcing the left into the icing wa- 
ters. The only thing to do now was 
to climb out on the right wing and 
try to balance the ship, so taking a 
very pistol and 5 very shells they 
moved out onto the wing, where 
their combined weight raised the 
wing partly out of the water. They 
felt fairly safe again for a while, 
but pretty soon the cold began to 
penetrate their heavy flying suits 
and they were getting wet, and not 
a light nor a boat in sight. It looked 
bad for them and they began to 
talk about dying and wondering 








Excerpt From Letter 
Of an EAT Pilot 


I think it would be no more 
than right for the members to 
each “kick in” with a few extra 
“bucks” if for no other purpose 
than to reimburse to some ex- 
tent those members who have 
been spending their time and 
losing their flight pay, in carry- 
ing on our fight at Washington. 
All of us owe an everlasting 
debt to those men and certainly 
the least we can do is see to it 
that they do not lose financially. 











how long they could hang on, neal 
long it would take them to die once | 
in the water, and if they would | 
know each other immediately once 
over the divide and what the big 
secret of death was. About this 
time Pat got seasick and fed the 
fish. They had been on the wing 
now about four hours and it sure 
looked like they wouldn’t stay up 
much longer—I guess that it was 
one of life’s darkest moments for 
them, but just when things appear- 
ed to be the worst Saint Peter 
caused him to once more cast a look | 
around and begorra he sighted a 
searchlight about twelve miles 
away playing on the low ceiling, he | 
immediately shot off three flares: 
and the light turred in their direc- 
tion to be sure the Escanaba, a 
coast guard boat, had sighted the 
flares and onte more they had 
hopes of being saved. Ben decided 
about this time if they were he was 
going to spend the rest of the win- 
ter in Florida. I don’t know what 
Pat’s thoughts were, I guess he was | 
too sick to care. They waited until 
the boat came closer and fired their 
last two flares, and a few minutes 
later it pulled along side, and put 
a small boat out to take them off. 
In the meantime the ship had taken 
on so much ice it was about to sink. 
Almost immediately after the mail, 
Pat and Ben were in the life boat, 
pulling away from the “Duck” it 
sank. 
Return to Runs 

Pat and Ben are now taking 
their regular runs and one wouldn’t 
suspect by looking at them the ex- 
perience they went through a few 
days ago. Pat says the mail must 
go and Ben says the ships must 
have mechanics. Only brave men 
could go through what they did 
and keep on flying. 

Jimmy Benedict, the maestro, is 
coaching us again on our Blind 
Flying and he sure gives us hell 
for not being so hot on finding the 
Zone of Quiet or Hesitation. 

My friend Lionel (Steve) Ste- 
phan, Am. A., has a sister Spray, 
who is an excellent cook and Steve 
says she just loves to cook for 
hungry aviators, so drop in some 
time, they live in Cleveland. 

Reserve Pilot H. O. Setter has 
the week off and is in Milwaukee 
taking his SAT Rating. 





Hudson Writes News 
Letter of N. A. T. East 


By PILOT C. W. HUDSON 
Council No. 12 N. A. T. East 

Sid Nelson must be living right 
these days. After a perfect landing | 
here at Newark on the eighth, im- 
agine his surprise at having his 
landing gear fold up under him. 
The plane nosed up, doing damage 





\to the right lower wing, and bend- | 


|ing the prop, but “Nelly didn’t 
even get a scratch. Mail trip — no 
| passengers. 

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 3) 














HOWARD WEST 


Pilot Howard West, Skilled 
Airman, Is Chairman of 
Council No. 6, ALPA 


Pilot Howard West was born in 
Detroit, Michigan, March 10, 1895, 
and is at present living in his home 
town. He is married and has one 
child, and is employed by Amer- 
ican Airways as a first pilot. Fly- 
ing from Detroit to Chicago, he 
averages 520 miles on a complete 
round trip. 

Pilot West received his first fly- 
ing instruction from Robert M. 
DeWald in Chicago, and he was 
soloed by DeWald at Municipal 
Airport on September 13, 192%. 
He holds Transport License 6100. 

West is one of the best airmen 
in the country and is chairman of 
Council No. 6 of the Air Line Pilots 
Association. 





N. Y. C. BUYS AIRLINE? 


Rumor persists and is getting 
into the metropolitan newspapers 
to the effect that the New York 
Central Railroad is going to pur- 
chase the American Airways. 

President Lester Seymour ad- 
mitted rail auditors had completed 
examination of the air company’s 
books. 


“To fly West, my friend, is a 
flight we all must take for a 
final check.”’ 


Iu Constant Memoriam 


Andert, Paul A.—B. A. T. 
Bigelow, Ed.—Varney 

Bowen, J. E.—T. & W. A. 
Briggs, Francis W.—A. A. 
Brock, Wm. S.—Waiting List 
Cochrane, Robert M.—B. A. T. 
Cox, Floyd—Ludington 

Davis, Alfred W.—P. A. T. 
Fields, Glenn T.—A. A. 
Fuller, Ray E.—A. A. 

George, Hal—T. & W. A. 
Grover, R. Boyd—N. A. T. 
Hill, George W.—T. A. C. 
Jamieson, W. L.—E. A. T. 
Kelsey, Harold J.—A. A. 
Komdat, Albert C.—E. A. T. 
Lucas, Verne—Ludington 
Malick, Forrest E.—N. A. T. 
Montee, Ralph—T. & W. A. 
Morgan, Howard R.—T. & W. A. 
Neff, Harold N. A. T. 

Noe, Earl J.—T. & W. A. 
Phelps, Henry T.—P. A. A. 
Potter, Norman W.—B. A. T. 
Radoll, R. W.—N. A. T. 
Robbins, Wm. J. B.—A. A. 
Rousch, Chas. W.—Northwest 
Rust, F. H.—T. A. C. 
Sandblom, J. V.—C-P 
Sharpnack, J. W.—B. A. T. 
Swanson, Axel—A. A. 
Tarrant, Harold R.—N. 


i\f Vance, Claire K.—B. A. 
Wheaton, Harold H.—B. 
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“COMPANY UNIONS” ARE PROVEN TO BE 
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MENACE TO RECOVERY BILL 








PLANT UNIONS LABOR COURTS AIR MAIL QUIZ Black Demands PENN TRY TO 
"ARE SEEN AS WAGNER PLAN BROADENED BY Subsidy Changes PUSHCO.UNION 


_MENACETONRA 





| The Washington Daily News on 
|January 13, 1934, printed the fol- 
|lowing story concerning Senator 





SEN. H.L.BLACK 





Head of Probe Committee 
Says Alternative Is 





Supreme Court of New York 
Rules Against Synthetic 





Petersburg Writer Predicts) Wagner and the Labor Board: ‘Committee Will Receive Ap- Cota ae Unions 
Change in Industry if Re- Plans to transform the National propriation to Continue “D. C.) Star) Accendtad ta tebd &, Mikio. 
covery Drive Fails ‘Labor Board and its subsidiaries Investigation 





\into a permanent nationwide sys- 
ATTACKS “CHISELERS” tem of “industrial courts” such as 


|operate in certain European coun- 


| Miss Perkins Is Called “True tries are being laid by Sen. Wag- 


ve raaan 


eer 


Friend of Labor’ ner (D., N. Y.), the board’s chair- 
|man. 

Re-printed through the courtesy Sen. Wagner is conferring with 
of Mr. Eddy, whose intelligent ar-| labor leaders and economic advisors 
ticle was originally published in|in drawing legislation that looks 
the News-Leader of Richmond, Va.|far beyond original plans for 
To the Editor of the Times-Dis-! merely strengthening the Recovery 
patch: | Act’s labor section at this session 
' Sir,—In The Times-Dispatch of |of Congress. Tentatively his pro- 
a recent date appeared an article | gram calls for the following: 
by a gentleman who signed himself 1. Transformation of the Na- 
“Equalization”, lauding company |tional Labor Board into a high la- 
unions and attacking legitimate un- | bor “court of appeals”, with power 
ions. The article in question is ably|to subpoena and swear witnesses, 
written apparently by a man of |make investigaitons, and render de- 
edueation and contains a _ vast/cisions with full authority of law. 
amount of information concerning This ‘court’? would handle indus- 
company unions and legitimate la-| trial disputes appealed from its 17 
bor organizations—all wrong. regional labor boards and also dis- 

In the first place, he states that| putes from labor boards being set 
the NRA gave employees the right | up by industries under codes. Wag- 
to choose between company unions|ner would not, however, provide 
and labor unions as a means of set- | for compulsory arbitration. 











PLAN ACTION 





Indictments Are Threatened 
As Charges Are Being 
Checked 


Continued life was assured the 
Senate Committee investigating air 
mail contracts when the Senate 
Post Office Committee approved 
the resolution of Senator Hugo L. 
Black, Democrat, Ala., to appro- 
priate $25,000 for the inquiry and 
to broaden the investigating com- 
mittee’s authority. 

Official Washington is anxiously 
awaiting the explosion that the fol- 
lowing press dispatches clearly in- 
dicates is in the offing: 

* &* * 
Chicago Herald-Examiner 
(January 22, 1934) 
By JAMES T. WILLIAMS, JR. 
Copyright by New York American. 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 20.—Con- 


Warning that the Government 
either must abandon or thoroughly 
overhaul the subsidy system as ap- 
plied to ocean mail and air mail, 
was voiced recently by Senator 
Hugo Black of Alabama, chairman 
of the special Senate committee 
now investigating ocean and air 
mail contracts, in the National Ra- 
dio Forum arranged by The Wash- 
ington Star and broadcast over a 
coast-to-coast network of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. 

“The time has come for every 
person who honestly desires to pro- 
mote American shipping and avia- 


|tion to unite to release these indus- 


tries from their subjection to pro- 


, fiteering promoters, stock manpula- 


tors, bankers and privileged politic- 
ians,’’? Senator Black declared. 

“This cancerous growth must be 
cut from these essential American 
industries. Our flag must remain on 
the seas. Our aviation industry 
must go forward.” 

The speaker discussed revela- 
tions of diversion of Government 


staff representative for Labor, the 
Pennsylvania railroad is planning a 
company union as a means of ex- 
ploiting its shopmen, despite th« 
law against fake organizations. 

Investigations also disclosed at- 
tempts to bludgeon employees into 
paying costs. 

At present the Transcontinental 
and Western Air, an affiliate of the 
Pennsylvania railroad, is also fos- 
tering a company union. T. & W. 
A. has been mentioned several 
times during the Senate quiz into 
air mail contracts. 

Regarding the Penn’s company 
union, MckKillips says, “the men 
with whom I talked in Altoona were 
bitterly resentful at the company. 
I found none who were fooled by 
claims that the “new” organization 
is to be “independent” and free 
from company domination. They 
know that the company has planned 
the new set-up with the definite 
idea of continuing to exploit its 
shop employees as it has in the 
past. 


ressional investigating of the mys- 

“ST ting up a system for collective bar- 2. Clarification of NIRA’s pro- yard oan areal 4 funds intended for subsidy pur- Seniority Question 

| gaining. This is true. However, he visions so that a majority of work- Decte alt the alleged “reorganiza- poses into the pockets of individ- “Most seniority questions are 
» Skilled does not state that high NRA offi- ers would represent the will of all tions” of the aeronautics branch of vals, as disclosed before his Inves- settled by the foreman doing as he 
anes call cials, Secretary of Labor Perkins, | in choosing representatives for col- the Department of Commerce will tigating Committee. Subsidy funds pleases. : wes 
LPA the only true friend of labor that lective dealing. soon be forced by an outraged pub- paid by the Government to build A laborer on the night shift in 
: has held that office in a long time, 3. Establishment of legal ma- lie sentiment. ‘ up merchant marine, he said, “have the East Altoona roundhouse was a 
a 8 and President Roosevelt himself, chirery for holding elections in in- — pyace alleged “reorganizations” been largely spent in high salaries, good singer. The foreman wanted 
as “ors either by direct language or by in- | dustries where doubt exists as to },. paniel C. Roper, the Secretary extravagant expense accounts, him as an entertainer at “blow- 
1 10, 1895, ference, have denounced the com- | who shall represent the workers. of Commerce eit hoon staggered highly paid lobbyists and huge di- outs”. Therefore it was ruled that 
n his home pany union and urged that labor over the last iin months. They have Vidends.” he was a “mechanic” and he was 
. _ one | affiliate itself with bona fide labor ° ° removed from the aeronautics, Turning to development of the Promoted over the heads of hund- 
~ iy ‘Pa organizations. He did not state that Muir Resigns As branch not only the expert heads of air mail, he described “a wild reds of men. The case is known 
oes a the collective bargaining clause was ee nealry all its divisions, but most scramble for the fruits of Govern- among the Altoona shopmen as 
cago, Ne | inserted in the NRA act by direct Administrator of the veteran experts in the air- mental subsidies,” which gradually “John McCormick seniority.” 
a complete | command of the administration in 


‘is first fly- 


order that labor might be free to 
join bona fide labor organizations 


For NRA Board 





ways division and several other di- 
visions. 


drove out the pioneer aviation en- 
terprises. The result, he said, was 


“Grievances, if they are taken 
up at all by the “company union” 


howd Keener. As Gossaal that “at the directors’ tables there are rarely carried past the aggriev- 

: on instead of company unions. In fact Meantime, the appointment on sat, not the pioneer air pilots, but ed employe’s immediate foreman. 

nd he was | the administration recognized that Washington, D. C. — National political and other recommenda- the masters of American finance.” In most cases what the boss says 

Municipal only through organization of labor | Recovery Administrator Hugh S./tions of a new group of officials “The control of aviation had “goes”. The employe knows that 

13, 1925. | into genuine, labor-controlled un-| Johnson recently announced the js arousing curiosity in both houses been ruthlessly taken away from he hasnt’ a “Chinaman’s chance” 
nse 6100. ions could the NRA be successful. 7 


est airmen 
hairman of 
Line Pilots 


RLINE? 


is getting 
newspapers 


appointment of W. Averell Harri- 

Without such organization, busi- man of New York as Division Ad- 
ness is at the mercy of the minor-|ministrator in charge of Division 
ity that may take advantage of II to succeed Malcolm Muir, whose 
company unions, and other forms! resignation was accepted. Mr. Muir, 
of intimidation to chisel on the la- after six months of what General 
bor clauses in the code. He speaks Johnson officially described as “‘in- 
of strikes in various parts of the defatigable service” with the Ad- 
country, but neglects to state that | ministration is returning to New 
without exception every strike has| York to resume his responsibility 


of Congress concerning reasons for 
these alternate reductions and re- 
placements. 

THIS CURIOSITY HAS BEEN 
GREATLY INCREASED BY THE 
NATIONAL LABOR BOARD’S 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE AP- 
PEARANCE OF J. BRUCE KRE- 
MER AS COUNSEL FOR THE 
EMPLOYERS AT HEARINGS BE- 


men who could fly and bestowed 
upon bankers, brokers, promoters 
and politicians, sitting in the inner 
offices, allotting among themselves 
the taxpayers’ money,” he said. 

Competitive bidding for ocean 
and air mail contracts practically 
has vanished, “except in name 
only,” he asserted. 

Text of Address 


against the set-up and lets the mat- 
ter drop. 

“THAT IS COMPANY UNION- 
ISM. IT IS WHAT THE FED- 
ERAL EMERGENCY TRANSPOR- 
TATION ACT HAS OUTLAWED. 
AND IT IS WHAT THE PENN- 
SYLVANIA RAILROAD IS TRY- 
ING TO CONTINUE.” 

On January 18, the Republic 


New York | been as a protest against a viola- as president of McGraw-Hill Pub- FORE THE BOARD ON CHARG-_ The text of Senator Black’s ad- Steel Corporation of Alabama was 
ing to pur- | tion of either the letter or the lishing Company. ES MADE AGAINST HIS 4@ress follows: ordered by the NRA’s Southeastern 
“ways. spirit of NRA. Mr. Harriman is chairman of the CLIENTS FOR DISCHARGING _ Since the beginning of the World Regional Labor Board to give up 
-ymour ad- I am not defending all such Executive Committee of the Illi-|p1LOTS FOR UNION ACTIVI- War, the United States Govern- 


1 completed 
* company’s 


‘iend, is a 





walkouts or saying that they were nois Central Railroad and chair- 
advisable, but at the worst the!man of the Aviation Corporation 
participants were guilty of nothing as well as a director in a number 
worse than over-patriotism. of other corporations including 

He did not explain the set-up of Guaranty Trust Company of New 
company unions. They are financed | York, The Manhattan Company, 





TIES. 
Then in Politics 
MR. KREMER IS ONE OF A 
GROUP OF MEMBERS OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COM- 


ment has spent approximately $4,- 
000,000,000 to build up an Ameri- 
can merchant marine. Practically 
all groups and classes of American 
citizens have favored some plan to 


its “company union” and to recog- 

nize representatives of the Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor organiza- 
(Continued on Page 6, Col. 2) 





MITTEE WHO HAVE RESIGNED §keep the American flag on the sea. BASE SALARY 
‘ke for a by the company. The governing the Union Pacific Railroad Com- WITHIN THE LAST THIRTY Great ocean liners, sailing under 
: body in theory is composed of) pany, and the Western Union Tele- DAYS. ALTHOUGH THIS Oc-'the Stars and Stripes, carrying ORDERED PAID 
tart equal representation of . meer graphy ao a x CURRED BEFORE PRESIDENT ' and Ey eg e oP ee 
1. TT. men and the management, but—a In accordance with the estab-; ROOSEVELT ANNOUNCED HIS of the world, have thrilled the 
” final action in all company unions lished policy that Division or Depu-'- EMPHATIC DISAPPROVAL OF hearts of patriotic citizens. TO ALPA HEAD 
V. A. ‘is subject to the approval of the ty Administrators will not handle) MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL In the time of peace, these ships osichaanatis 
A. A. | head of the company. No company Codes for industries in which they COMMITTEE PRACTICING BE- have carried our cotton, wheat, (Continued from Page 1) 
ing List | union insures its membership have any interest, the transporta~ FORE THE EXECUTIVE DE-|steel, iron and countless products month for pilots and at the same 
-B. A. T. | against unjust discrimination by tion codes heretofore assigned to PARTMENTS AS LAWYERS, HIS \of farm and mine and factory time reduced their salaries about 
ra 7 ' the employer. No company union | Division II have been transferred, RESIGNATION FOLLOWED (across the seas. In time of war, our | 59 per cent. 
*ltaea } ever got one cent more in wages|from that Division to Division V| SOON AFTER THE RETURN OF '| ships have served to aid our coun- Cade Densencéd 
‘ | for its members. No company un-|under Division Administrator Sol POSTMASTER GENERAL FAR- |try’s cause and help to win our bat- This code was denounced by 
A. | ion ever secured one iota of abate- Rosenblatt. LEY FROM EUROPE AND AF- tles. . Mayor Fiorello H. La Guardia of 
ee 'ment of unsatisfactory working; Mr. Muir was the administrator| TER CRITICISM OF THIS PRAC-| The peace-time value to national| New York City and also by Dr. 
A. C. conditions. No company union ever|who heard the first arguments ad-| TICE HAD STARTED. ‘commerce of an adequate, modern, Ralph Greene, former president of 
A. T. worked to secure sanitary places of | vanced by the Aeronautical Cham- xe * well- manned fleet of merchant! the Aero Medical Association. May- 
A. employment, or legislation benefit-|ber of Commerce to establish a Chicago Herald-Examiner ships cannot easily be overestimat-| or La Guardia stated in his argu- 
-" ea ing labor. |code for the air industry. ‘ (January 24, 1934) ed. In war time seagoing vessels | ments that the proposed code would 
4 - Bae Against this the legitimate labor It was this proposed code, which W. W. Atterbury, president of | equal to the best in all the world | reduce the air line pilot to the level 
Ww. A. unions have done all these things. Major La Guardia, mayor of New/the Pennsylvania Railroad and /|are of priceless worth. It was be- |of a truck driver. Dr. Greene con- 
T. & W.A. The wages of the organized trades York, denounced most bitterly. _ former Republican National Com- cause of both these elements of |tended, and warned the national 
., are at least 50 per cent higher than) The Pilots won their issue and |mitteeman from Pennsylvania, has value that our Government, large- | recovery administration, that any 
F, Mh. those that are unorganized. There | were classified as professionals. |been summoned to appear tomor-|ly at public expense, increased its | increase in flying hours went con- 
A. A. is not a single piece of legislation | row before the Senate committee | gross tonnage of ships in foreign | stitute a serious hazard to public 
B.A.T for shorter hours, sanitary work-') MONEY FOR AIRPORT _einvestigating air mail contracts. _| trade from slightly over 1,000,000 | safety. 
. r. rm rooms, better conditions for wom- | bs: |. The Pennsylvania Railroad is|tons in the year 1914 to slightly; Behncke has repeatedly called at- 
acelin en workers or in fact any legisla-| John Wentworth, chairman of financially interested in Trans-jabove 11,000,000 tons in 1921./tention to the fact that the Air 
tion for the benefit of humanity | the architectural committee of the | Continental and Western Air Ex-|The expressed object of all govern-| Line Pilots Association constitutes 
‘ that was not supported by organiz-|city plan commission, announces Press, and the committee is seek-|mental aid given to the Merchant |a permanent military nucleus which 
a ed labor and in a great majority of | that an application has been made | ing to bring to light the financial | Marine has been to: could be called upon by the nation 
3 cases secured wholly by its efforts.|for $8,500,000 of public works| background behind the formation; Carry American goods in Ameri-|should an emergency arise. The 
_ 7 Tr. If the NRA fails, which God for-|funds to build an airport on the 2nd conduct of companies holding|can bottoms. great majority of the membership 
_B. A. T. bid, it will be through the efforts of |lake front of Chicago, off Grant/ mail contracts. Carry these goods at the cheap-|are former war birds and reserve 
Se (Continued on Page 5, Col. 3) | Park. | (Continued on Page 5, Col. 1) (Continued on Page 6, Col. 1) | officers. 
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THAMES AIRPORT REVIVED 


Mr. Horner, member of the 
City of London, has revived a 


Court of Common Council of the 
plan for roofing-in part of the 


Thames to form a centra! London airport. 
During November, 1933, 615 aeroplanes cleared Customs at 


Croydon and there were 1,307 


aircraft arrivals and departures. 


5,038 passengers, 135 tons of freight and 47,422 pounds of mail 


passed through the airport. 


FIRST RIDE RIVALS 


Father James Organisciak has 
getting a ticket marked “1”. 


a hobby of “opening” air lines and 


Accordingly, he is a rival of Charles 


Dickinson, ‘‘grand old man of aviation’’. 

The score at present stands with ‘‘Father Jimmy” having seven- 
teen first rides, while ‘‘C. D.”? has chalked up thirteen. 

The flying priest once said services in Chicago on Saturday morn- 
ing, New York on Sunday morning, San Francisco Monday morning 
ind Chicago again on Tuesday morning. 


FLIES 


AT 103 


Recently, Elijah Lane, 103 years old, expressed a strong de- 
sire for an airplane ride, which was called to the attention of the 
manager of the Municipal Airport in Tulsa, Okla., who made im- 
mediate arrangements for the aerial trip. 

The old man was most enthusiastic over his ride and declared 
that he could ride clear to California. 

“It beats a team of mules or even an automobile,” he said, 
“If 1 hadn’t looked out of the window, I’d never known that we 


were moving.” 


TAKES FIRST FLIGHT 


Not to be outdone 


by Elijah, Mrs. Mary MacKnight, 91 years old, 


ew unaccompanied from Newark to Boston to visit her son, John, of 


Belmont, Mass. 
It was her first flight and her 


family did their best to discourage 


her, but Mrs. MacKnight silenced them. : 
“I’m not young, but I’m modern,” she said. 


LOSES BET 


‘“‘What state is this?”’ asked a pilot from a nearby boatman, as 
he stuck his head out of an amphibian plane that had just landed 
on the Monogahela River, near Charleroi, Pa. 

“Pennsylvania,” was the reply. 

Up came a head from the forward seat. 


““Yeah—tThen I lose $50. I 


bet we were over Maryland.” 


With that the plane took to the air again. 


HITS FLYING TURKEY ’ 

Pilot Harry Musick was flying his run on the American Airways 
and was approaching Louisville, Ky., when a turkey buzzard swerved 
suddenly into the speeding plane, almost wrecking it. 

The turkey broke the windshield and hit Musick on the cheek. 


Dan Beard, co-pilot, and C. H. 


senger aboard, escaped injury. 


Otterman of Tucson, the only pas- 


CELEBRATE GOLDEN WEDDING 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman L. Brown, both 73 years old, of Parma, 
Mich., celebrated their golden wedding anniversary by taking a 
2,000 mile flight over the United Air Lines to Los Angeles. 
Mr. and Mrs. Brown were married at Albion, Mich., on Jan. 2, 
1884, and have resided on a farm ever since. 


USES ALL TRAVEL MODES 
M. Abram, father of the manager of the Odeon Theatre, has used 
every means of locomotion employed in France during the last century 
for the conveyance of passengers between Aix-en-Province and Paris. 
Abram was born at Aix 87 years ago and was brought to Paris 
in a mail coach. The journey took more than a week. 
He later came to the capitol by train, and in recent years, he has 


frequently made the 


journey by plane and was so pleased with the 


his native town by air. 


Abram has thus lived to make 


trip by motorcar. A few days ago, he made the 


trip that he returned to 


the journey between his home and 


Paris in fewer hours than it originally took him weeks. 


FEED BIRDS BY AIR é : 
Eighteen planes participated in the Winter Bird Feeding Pro- 


gram of the Consolidated Sportsmen 


t 


of New Jersey, a league of 
ts, and over ten tons of grain 





fishermen, hunters and 


were showered over seven northern countries of New Jersey. 
This bird feeding flight was the second to be carried out by 


the Sportsmen. 


GET AERO POLICE 


Miss Helen Cavis, Miss Harriet Sackett and Mrs. 
ige were chosen as the nucleus of the 
International Aerial Police, and are now 


Genevieve Sav- 
Washington, D. C., Women’s 
acting in the capacity of spe- 


‘ial police for the Washington district. 
PLANES ARE USEFUL 


Reports of the 
merce, show that planes 


Forest Service, U. S. Department of Com- 
transported 971 men and 498 flying hours 


ted t trol work during 1933. é 
— a "ae “ake 164,930 pounds of emergency equipment 
and supplies delivered to remote points by plane. 


Exclusive of outlying possessions, 
for fire patrols or transportation in 


forests of the United States. 


airplanes were used in 1933 
five of the eight national 





AND S 

Well, it is about time to drop 

a trip to Tom Brown, ye dentist of 
yn my molars. 


into Smithy’s Spa and tune up for 
the Ashland Block, who is working 


. A. RODDY. 











Pleat Designed : 
For 544 Miles 
Per Hour Speed 


Langley Field, Va.—Design of 
an airplane to fly 544 miles an 
hour, close to the speed at which 





sound travels and 121 miles over) 


the world’s record, but using exist- 
ing engines, is made public here. 
The design deals with air which 


gets “hard” under the compression | 


of great speed. Present-day planes 
are said to stand already at the 
threshold of this obstacle to super- 
speeds. 


UN 
IN RADIO FROLICS 





Organized labor will take part 
February 10 in the eighth annual 
radio frolics of WCFL, the broad- 
casting station ownedd by the Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor, to be 
held at Ashland boulevard and Van 
Buren street, have been engaged 
for the occasion. There will be a 
big radio revue followed by danc- 
|ing. The proceeds are for the bene- 
fit of the station. 

During the Century controversy, 
| WCFL turned its facilities over to 
ithe Air Line Pilots, and enabled 
‘them to present their argument 
}over the air lanes. 


THE AIR LINE PILOT 


“i SENATE PROBE | 


IS CONTINUED 
BY COMMITTEE: 


(Continued from Page 1) 





ment paid $40,174,412 to a single| | 


subsidiary of United Aircraft. 
Grafters Cut Pilots’ Pay 

Black made Rentschler admit on | 
the stand that without these subsi- | 
dies, United Aircraft could not} 
have paid such fantastic profits; 
but that it could have paid its way. | 

The insiders got all this easy | 
money. The pilots who flew the| 
planes got none of it. At the very| 
time that these fantastic sums were | 
being drawn from the U. S. Treas-| 
ury, with the connivance of crook- 
ed officials, Rentschler’s air com-| 
paiy was trying to cut the pay of 
the pilots who risked their lives fly- | 
ing the planes. | 

Rentschler’s salary alone in 1932 
was $192,000, while a pilot was); 
getting $6,000. 

Rentschler and Deeds really form 
the nucleus of another ‘Ohio 
Gang,” as expensive as the one 
which followed Harding to the 
White House. Both men come from 
the same valley in Ohio. Deeds’ 
father, E. A. Deeds, was an official 
of the National Cash Register Com- 
pany at Dayton and was mixed up 
in an unsavory aviation scandal 
during the World War. 

Rolling Up Millions 

Young Rentschler followed his 
brother of the National City Bank 
to New York, and young Deeds ap- 
pears to have followed Rentschler. 
He bought his airplane stock from 
tentschler in 1926, 200 shares at 
a price of 20 cents a share — the 
same that Rentschler had paid. The 
total investment of young Deeds 
was $40. 

In Novermber, 1928, he got a 
stock dividend of 15,800 shares for 
his original 200 shares — 79 for 
one. 

In February, 1929, he traded his 
16,000 shares of Pratt, Whitney 
for 34,720 shares of United Air- 
craft & Transportation Company. 
This was one of the air mergers. 
Pratt, Whitney manufactured en- 
gines and other things on airplanes, 
mainly for the government. United 
Aircraft & Transportation covered 
most of the aviation field. 

In May, 1929, the stock of Unit- 
ed Aircraft held by young Deeds 
was worth on the New York curb 
market $5,624,640. Deeds sold 
some and kept the rest. Talk about 
high flying! 

“As it sums up,’ ’said Senator 
Black, “you have already utilized 
cash profits of $1,060,319 on Unit- 
ed Aircraft stock which you have 
sold and you still have 15,000 
shares left, with a current market 
value of $450,000.” 

Deeds did not 
Senator’s summary. 

Made Other Profits 

Nothing like young Deeds profits 
have been shown before, not even 
in a Senate investigation. Taking 
the market price as of May, 1929, 
Deeds got a net gain of 140,600 
per cent. The highest record before 
was that of the Dollar family, who 
put $500 into a branch of the ship 
subsidy racket, and found it worth 
$2,500,000 in five years. That is a 
mere 5,000 per cent; good enough 
for plodding sailors, perhaps, but 
not in the same class with the high- 
flying Deeds. 

Incidentally, Deeds didn’t learn 
to fly until a year after he invested 
his $40. Also, his stock profits were 
not the only money he made out 
of aviation. Black brought out that 
since 1926, Deeds has received 
from air companies $142,000 in 
salary, $151,000 in bonuses, and 
$4,380 in director’s fees. This in- 
come alone comes to about $300,- 
000 in less than eight years, or 
$37,500 a year. 

tentschler sold stock enough to 
give him $9,414,869, and still holds 
the rest, worth nearly $8,000,000. 

Dodged on Income Tax 

Black questioned the young man 
on his income tax returns and de- 
veloped sufficient evidence of ir- 
regularities to justify an inquiry by 
the Treasury Department, and this 

(Continued on Page 5, Col. 4) 


contradict the 


J anuary, 1 934 





FLYING 


JUDGE | 








“TARZAN” McHale, tells us that Judge McMillan has 


|entered the plane-owner field. Happy landings! 

















| ILLINOIS PILOTS ASSOCIATION NOTES: 


Affiliated with ALPA 


By PILOT W. A. McHALE 


Since our last appearance in 
this column the All-American Air 
Races have been staged, and, as 
usual, our Entrant Brother, Art 
Chester, made his usual collection 
of first and second place prizes. 
Well, Art deserves all the credit he 
gets for those efforts as it is not a 
hobby with him, but a business, 
and he spends much money and 
time getting his ships ready for 
these events. We all wish him con- 
tinued good luck. 

Since our last writing Curtiss 
Reynolds Airport at Glenview 
passed to a new management head- 
ed by Bro. Anderson of Air Line 
Pilots and Pilot for American Air- 
ways. His two colleagues are well 
known and thought of here also, 
and the outgoing manager, Ralph 
Hall, is one of the finest fellows in 
the flying game and always inter- 
ested in the advance of the flying 
game. We hope he gains his objec- 
tive as he richly deserves, and is 
able to stay with us here in IIli- 
nois. 

Visit Relatives 

3ro. Brazelton and his family 
took a trip to Denver on a visit to 
relatives in his Model R. Stinson 
and had a very enjoyable trip. But 
just to rub it in to us fellows who 
have to work, or try to work all the 
year around, he flies down to Ar- 
kansas hunting quail for a week. 
Also at Elmhurst Bro. Vicek hops 
off and takes a hunting trip up 
through the Rainy Lake District 
for a month, but was hampered by 
too much snow, nevertheless he re- 
ported a good bag of caribou. 

Bro. Alford who operates out of 
Blue Bird Hangar, Municipal Air- 
port, is adding a Warner Fleet to 
his Taylor Cub instruction service. 

Mrs. Ray Wilson, operator of the 
Wilson Airport at Leyden, has sold 
her Waco 10 to the two Bishop 


Brothers of Wisconsin. She also/| 
sold the Curtiss Robin, and the 
Warner Cessna which went to! 


South Bend, Indiana, and, by the 
way, is a fast little ship with all 
its refinements. Mrs. Wilson bought 
a Kinner Bird Ship, and in the near 
future, expects to have a Travelair 
also on the field. 

Harlem Airport, southwest of 
Chicago, had a sort of graduation 
exercise at the port last week. Bro. 
Jimmy DePusia advanced to his L. 
C. grade, as did Eddie Waldeman. 
Three students soloed, Charley Tu- 
sor, Angen Bates and John Darrow, 
and were accorded the usual priv- 
ileges of buying the beer and sand- 
wiches, while the motion picture 
camera clicked. One of the boys 
bought an O. X. Eagle before he 
left, so the salesman must have 
spiked the purchaser’s beer. Bro. 
Franklin, who operates a passenger 
and charter business, has with his 
associates, pioneered the field of an 
all expense Air trip to Miami, last- 
ing ten days with everything high- 
class and included in the price with 
nothing else to buy. His company is 
known as the National Airline Taxi 
System, and he expects to have his 
ships busy on this work the rest of 


the season. 

Bro. Garrard, one of the City 
Firemen of Maywood, accompanied 
by Carl Soderlin, Chief of Police 
of River Forest, had a few embar- 
rassing moments one day last week 
when the header tank on his Parks 
“busted”. The boys took a good 
guess and everything is lovely. 
Bro. Judge McMillan broke into the 
plane-owner class this week when 
he bought an Argo, Hess Warner 
powered, and will be seen dusting 
it off any time now. 

Judge McMillan Airminded 

The Judge, by the way, has 
shown very much interest in the 
Association and is an earnest sup- 
porter of our organization, and he 
sees it in a very imporaant place in 
the aviation picture in the near fu- 
ure. As you know, our Associa- 
tion, though only a few years old, 
has accomplished a lot and has es- 
tablished itself in its rightful place. 

sro. Dr. Reynolds of Maywood, 
who operates flying school services 
at Elmhurst, took his wife for a 
flight a few weeks ago, and after 
returning to the port, and storing 
ship they took their car and started 
to drive home. On making the turn 
into their street, the door of the 
car on his wife’s side flew open and 


deposited Mrs. Reynolds in the nice |} 


hard street. Now that proves either 
of two things: That flying is much 
safer than automobile travel, or 
that Pilots can be trusted more in 
an airplane than in an automo- 
bile. 

The boys have spent much time 
discussing the merits of the pro- 
posed $700.00 airplane, but we 
are not in possession of enough 
data from the manufacturers to 
tell much about it. 


Air Mail Pilot 
Conquers Sleet 
In 4-hr. Battle 


New York.—Dean W. Burford, 
air mail pilot for the Transconti- 
nental Western Air lines, added an- 
other thrilling chapter to the saga 
of the night air lanes when he set 
his plane down safely at the New- 
ark airport recently after being 
stormbound aloft for nearly five 
hours. 

His plane loaded with a valuable 
assortment of mail, Burford took 
off from Newark at 12:00 a. m., 
with Pittsburgh as his first sched- 
uled stop. Forty-five minutes later 
he reported to the Newark office by 
radio that he had run into a sleet 
storm, that ice was forming on the 
wings of his plane, and that he 
considered it advisable to turn 
back. 

Burford, who was forced to bail 
out of his plane in a blinding snow- 
storm over the Alleghenies less 
than a month ago, was undisturbed 
by his experience in the early 
jmorning darkness. 
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—| AIR MAIL QUIZ| PR 
— | BROADENED BY 
SEN. H.L.BLACK 


(Continued from Page 3) 

The first legislative proposal to 
gvrow out of the investigation was 
advanced today by Senator Pat 
McCarran, Democrat, of Nevada, 
in a resolution to create a perma- 
nent Senate committee on aero- 
nautics. 

A. J. Ball, manager of the Penn- 
sylvania’s foreign traffic depart- 
ment, and John Orgill, Cleveland 
attorney, are also on the witness 
list for tomorrow. 


ee 





UNIVERSAL SERVICE 
Washington. An outright gift of 
$250,000 in air company stocks to 
Col. Charles A. Lindbergh and the 
employment of Herbert Hoover Jr. 
by a company seeking air mail con- 





ee 


< 


lillan has 


investigating committee. 

Lindbergh was given stock in 
Transcontinental Air Transport, 
Inc., in 1928, and advised by a 
company official not to keep too 
much of it in his own name as it 
“would excite a lot of attention, 
which is quite unnecessary” 


f the City | Lindbergh at the time was draw- 
-companied | jing a $10,000 yearly salary from 
f of Police | the T. A. T. 


few embar- | Testimony was also given by M. 
y last week | Frankhauser, a veteran Post Office 
n his Parks | Department employee, to support 
ok a good | the charge that former Postmaster 
lovely. | General Walter Brown ordered the 
ke into the | burning of official files on air mail 
week when | contracts before leaving office, a 
ss Warner | charge which Brown recently de- 
en dusting } nied. 


is 


Links Hoover to Quiz 


‘minded The name of young Hoover, son 

way, has | of the former President, was 
rest in the | brought into the inquiry when Dan- 
arnest sup- | iel M. Schaeffer, chief of the pas- 
ion, and he | senger air transport service of the 


Pennsylvania Railroad, said he saw 
| Hoover in Washington during a 
discussion of air mail matters. 

Hoover was connetted with 
Western Air Express in a technical 
capacity. 

These were outstanding develop- 
ments Senator Hugo Black, 
chairman of the investigating com- 
| mittee, continued his probing into 
| charges “favoritism” was shown in 
| awarding air mail contracts. 

Schaeffer said an air mail con- 
tract was awarded to the Consoli- 
dated companies, although the bid 

| was 50 per cent higher than that of 
a rival. He said the higher bid was 
| accepted on the basis of ‘“‘responsi- 
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travel, or | bility and performance”. 
ted more in | Lindbergh Gets Check 
an automo- | The gift of stock to Lindbergh 


| was disclosed in a letter sent to the 


t much time | transatlantic flier June 6, 1928, by 


of the pro- | C. M. Keys, president of T. A. T. 
ne, but we | In order that the gift be “‘clear for 
of enough | income tax purposes,” the company 


facturers to 


} sent Lindbergh a check to pay for 
| the stock. 

_— The letter said: 

| “T suggest that you do not put 
‘lot |very much of this stock in your 


}own name, because when you sell 
Sleet |it—and I hope that you will sell 
Battle 


} part of it on the first favorable op- 
portunity — either the delivery of 
the stock in your own name or the 
transfer of it on the books would 


W. Burford, excite a lot of attention which is! 
Transconti- | quite unnecessary. 


es, added an- 
‘to the saga 
when he set 
at the New- 
after being 
- nearly five 


“Col. Breckenridge will no doubt 
agree to this advice.” 

A previous witness, Earle Halli- 
burton, had charged that T. A. T. 
had “prostituted the names of Lind- 
bergh and Earhart (Amelia Ear- 
hart, noted woman flier) to the 


th a valuable | general public and then asked the | 


Burford took 
12:00 a. m., |tion.” 

s first sched- * + & 

minutes later | Air Mail Inquiry “Just Be- 
wark office by ginning,” Black Declares 
1 into a sleet Washington, D. C., Jan. 18. — 
rming on the }4. p.) __ Chairman Black of the} 
and that he |special Senate committee investi-| 
ible to turn gating air mail contracts said to-| 
day the inquiry was “just begin- 
ning’’. 

As more replies to committee 
questionnaires came in from per- 
sons prominent in the fields of 
aviation, finance, and politics, the 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT 











‘New Aero Rules 
Are Published 
By Dof C Bureau 


| Washington, D. C.—The Wash- 
jington Office of the Aeronautics 


PROMOTED 








SENATE PROBE 
IS CONTINUED 








tracts were disclosed by the Senate | 


V. A. DORRELL 


P.A.A.Pilot Credit 
To Air Industry 


(Continued from Page 1) 
an active member of the Air Line 
Pilots Association. 

Pilot Dorrell has been a member 
of the Air Line Pilots Association 
since October 15, 1931. For prac- 
tically the entire period of his 
membership he acted as a member 
of Pilots’ Executive Council No. 26, 
and he was chairman of Council 
No. 26 for the year 1933. He filled 
this position with extraordinary 
ability and, in fact, was one of the 
most active and competent chair- 
men ever to hold office in the Air 
Line Pilots Association. 

Pilot Dorrell not only had the 
ability to hold the men under the 
jurisdiction of his Council together 
and to keep them active and inter- 
ested — he could also confer with 
his operating officials and maintain 
the delicate balance in the relation- 
ship between pilots and operators 
which is so necessary to the morale 
of the pilots and to the welfare of 
both pilots and operators. 

I have personally met Mr. Dor- 
rell on several occasions and have 
found him to be a man of the 
highest integrity. It has been a dis- 
tinct pleasure to be associated with 
him. The Air Line Pilots Associa- 
tion wishes him every success in his 
new undertaking and should he 
again decide to return to active air 
line piloting, we will take pleasure 
in welcoming him back to active 
membership. 

Mr. Dorrell holds the special, 
non-voting membership which is 
accorded to pilot-members who 
have been promoted to air line 
executive positions. 

Just before departing for Mexico 
City, where he will be stationed 
Dorrell wrote to President Behncke 
expressing his thanks for the let- 
ter and voicing the assurance that 
he will continue to be interested in 
ALPA matters, regardless of the 














change of status in his member- 
ship. 
committee investigators checked 


them against income tax records 
obtained from the treasury depart- 
ment. About two hundred individ- 
uals and corporation groups have 
been questioned. 

Members of the committee re- 
fused to say whether the compari- 
sons had developed any discrepan- 
cies. Many of those replying ap- 


|parently had examined their own 


records of tax reports as a con- 


|venient source of information, de- 
taxpayers to pay for such prostitu- | t 


ails being requested for years as 
far back as 1924. 


* * 
The Washington Daily News 
(January 14, 1934) 
Call Brown and Farley 
If former Postmaster General 
Brown destroyed the official files 
on the ship and airplane subsidy 
contracts, as alleged, he may find 
he has destroyed the subsidy sys- 
tem itself. 
He deserves to be heard, how- 
ever, and the sooner the better. 
(Continued on Col. 5) 


* 


| Branch, Department of Commerce, | 


| states that: 
1. The semi-annual inspection of 


| airpl: anes has been discontinued ef- 


, fective November 1, 1933. 
2. Approved navigation lights 
are now available to the industry. 


‘Consequently, all owners will be 


advised at the time of the next an- 
nual inspection of aircraft, that it 
will not be approved again unless 
lights of an approved type are in- 
stalled, or all lighting facilities re- 
moved and the plane not used for 


\night operation. 


Further, they will be warned of 
the difficulties involved in the use 
of hot shot batteries as a source of 
power for navigation lights, and 
that, if this system is installed it 
will be the responsibility of the 
pilot to see that his lights are ade- 
quate when engaged in night fly- 
ing, and that disciplinary steps will 
be taken to enforce this require- 
ment. 

In all cases where planes are 
temporarily approved with unap- 
proved navigation lights, a note 
will be entered in the log book 
stating that the operator was ad- 
vised of the necessity for approved 
lights before relicensing. 


WORLD AIR TRIP 


Thomas Cook & Sons offer a 
round - the - world air tour in 57 
days, including a flight from Per- 
nambuco, Brazil, to Seville, Spain, 
on the Graf Zeppelin. The Pacific 
Ocean is the only crossing not 
made by air. 








Plant Unions 
Are Seen As 
MenacetoNRA 


(Continued from Page 3) 
chiselers, big and little, who use 
such subterfuges as company un- 
ions and the like to defeat the ex- 
pressed purposes of the act and 
bring longer hours and less pay 
than are allowed by its terms. 

And the amusing part of it is 
that business, and particularly big 
business, where the most active op- 
position to NRA is centered, has 
the most to lose by its failure. In 
the debacle which will invariably 
follow its downfall, the blame, in 
the minds of the people, will rest 
where it is due and the readjust- 
ment that may easily follow such 
downfall will rest hardest on those 
who have most. The average man 
or woman has nothing to lose. Any 
change in our present industrial 
set-up can leave them no worse off 
than they were during the darkest 
days of the depression. 

No matter what may happen if 
NRA fails the present national in- 
dustrial leadership will change. The 
mighty will fall. What follows may 
not be any better but it will be dif- 
ferent. 
past few months have shown what 
might happen. Without a single 
alteration in our Constitution the 
management and even the owner- 
ship of our great industries could 
be changed. It is not by any means 
beyond possibility that the Govern- 
ment, if NRA fails, should take 
over the entire management of in- 
dustry. Then no matter what might 
happen it is not likely that it would 
ever go back into its present hands. 
They would have been weighed in 
the balance and found wanting. 
They might get a partial recom- 
pense, financially, 
nothing. 

By refusing to co-operate with 
labor which is practically 100 per 
cent behind the President in his ef- 
forts for national recovery, 
chiseling with company unions and 
the like, our big industries are 
merely cutting off their nose to 
spite their face. And the few mis- 
guided ones like the anonymous 
writer above mentioned, are mere- 
ly helping in this ill work. 

Petersburg, Va. BIGE EDDY. 


The rapid changes in the! 


they might get. 


by | 


AIR MAIL QUIZ 
BROADENED BY 
SEN.H.L.BLACK 


(Continued from Page 4) Already the Senate Investigating 

may lead to riminal prosecution. committee has piled up sufficient 

Black’s handling of young Deeds | evidence, relating to questionable 
and the two witnesses who follow- | practices of earlier administrations 
ed him was a bit of most effective in handing out contracts, to dis- 
drama. It will be remembered that) credit this subsidy business. 
Postmaster General Walter F. In addtion to calling Mr. 
Brown, who made most of the air to answer the serious charges, the 
mail contracts now being probed, | Senate committee should also ask 
talked patriotically about building | Postmaster General Farley and his 
up America’s air force. Black show- | chief assistants how they could re- 
ed the queer way in which Brown main in office 10 months without 
went about this task. discovering and reporting the ap- 

Under Black’s questions, Deeds parently illegal destruction of Gov- 
said that he was too young to go to,ernment documents affecting not 
war, that he had invented nothing only past but og nt contracts. 
and designed nothing for airplane . 
use, and had taken no part in pio- Chicago Herald-Examiner 
neering commercial aviation in this (January 25, 1934) 
country. He was just let in on the By FULTON LEWIS 
ground floor of an aviation com- (Copyright, 1934, Universal 
pany which stood ia with the gov- Service, Inc.) 
ernment, and it made him a mil- Washington, Jan. 24.—The De- 
lionaire. |partment of Justice plans to move 

Victims Tell Their Stories ,at once for a long list of indict- 
Then Black called two other wti-; ments in connection with airmail 


BY COMMITTEE 





Brown 


nesses, both young, but not so /| contracts. 
young as Deeds. Both served in the; Nearly a score of persons, in- 
air in France. Both pioneered in, volved in revelations of the Sen- 


peace-time aviation at home. Both ate airmail investigating commit- 


tried to get air mail contracts. tee, are under consideration for 
But P. M. G. Brown, “building immediate action, it was learned to- 


up an air force for America,” could | night. 

not see either of these war-time A further and much larger list 

fliers. Neither of them got the con- is to be considered later. 

tract he tried to get, and both have Chairman Black of the Senate 

lost money on their flying ventures. committee called off further hear- 
Major W. B. Robertson was one ings of the committee until Tues- 


of these young men. He flew in day. 
France, came back and with his Meanwhile, Assistant Postmaster 


brother Frank ran a flying school, General Howes told the House ap- 
gave joy rides, built planes and propriations committee that Post- 
parts until 1926. Then they got a master general Farley has started 
contract to carry mails between ‘an investigation of all airmail and 
St. Louis and Chicago at $2.53 a oceanmail contracts let by the 
pound—the other bid was $3. Hoover administration to determine 
Lindbergh was one of their fliers, whether they should be canceled. 

and they gave Lindbergh his first The Senate today passed a reso- 
backing for the flight to Paris. lution extending the scope of its 
They sold their company, formed air and ocean mail investigation 
the Robertson Airplane Service and providing $20,000 additional 
Company, and started a passenger to carry on the extended investiga- 
service between St. Louis and New tion. 
Orleans. 

Solicited for a “Cut” 


* * * 
Chicago Herald-Examiner 
When the big mail contracts (January 23, 1934) 
came to be let, they asked to be By JAMES T. WILLIAMS, JR. 
considered on the St. Louis-New Copyright by New York American 
Orleans route, which they had pio- Washington, Jan. 22. — Efforts 
|neered. Brown promised that they to prevent any congressional inves- 
should have their chance. tigation of the disruption of the 
Nothing happened; and then aeronautics branch of the Depart- 
William Sacks, a Missouri politic- ment of Commerce since Daniel C. 
ian of the Republican persuasion, Roper became secretary of com- 
came to the Robertsons, and told merce were launched today by Sec- 
them that if they would join with | retary Roper’s political appointtees. 
one Wedell Williams, who had a! All Democratic senators, Demo- 
short aviation line, give him 5 per cratic representatives, and mem- 
cent of the first year’s contract and bers of the Democratic national 
make a contribution to Congress-|committee past and present, to 
man L. C. Dyer, Republican, then} whom Secretary Roper has distrib- 
seeking re-election to Congress,| uted patronage, will be urged to 
Sacks would get them the contract |oppose any investigation of the 
by long distance telephone. aeronautics branch at this session 
Robertson went to Brown, who of Congress. 
complained that Robertson had/| Many on Favor List 
given Sacks “a cool reception” and; Among the Democratic senators 
then repeated the advice to join} to whom appointments are alleged 
with Williams, and suggested that | to have been given in the aeronau- 
they give Williams one-third of the tics branch in positions hitherto 
joint company. Williams demanded |held by nopartisan and_ highly 
50 per cent. After discussion, they technical experts, are the two Mis- 
agreed to give 49 per cent; but souri senators; one of the two sen- 
even then, they did not get the con-| ators from Oklahoma; one of the 
tract. senators from Wisconsin; the two 
Sacrificing Public’s Money senators from Tennessee, and one 
Robertsons had offered to carry|of the two senators from Cali- 
mails on this route for 40 cents a’ fornia. 
mile. Brown gave the job to Amer-| The favors are said to have been 
ican Airways at almost exactly extended also to several members 
twice that sum. The Robertson plan | of the high political command in 
would have cost $170,000 the first, Pennsylvania and a group of influ- 
|year, and the government paid’ ential members of the Democratic 
$345,000. national committee, several of 
American Airways did not have | whom have been forced to resign 
to bid. Brown just “extended” their|as a result of the criticism con- 
contract to cover the route. In one | cerning their lucrative legal prac- 
of their discussions, Brown said to |tice before the Department of Com- 
Robertson that he had no trouble|merce and other executive depart- 
in keeping away bids that he didn’t | ments. 
| want to get. Schemes Under Fire 
On the St. Louis-New Orleans|' Meantime several of the schemes 
route, Brown explained, he could ' of Secretary Roper, widely adver- 
“arrange” with all possible bidders | tised as designed solely to promote 
to stay out, except E. L. Cord, “and civil aviation in the public interest 
T’ll rule him out because he hasn’t | and to strengthen it as a vital aux- 
been in the business long enough.” ‘iliary of the national defense, have 
On the St. Louis-New Orleans been held up for further examina- 
jroute, American Airways, with a| tion. 
; (Continued on Page 6, Col. 5) (Continued on Page 7, Col. 3) 
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Subsidy Changes 


(Continued from Page 3) 
est rate possible to return at fair 
profit. 

Maintain a constant increase of 
ship construction, in order to re- 
place old vessels with modern ships. 

To employ American boys as sea- 
men and have them trained for sea 
service in case of national peril. 

U. S. Construction Lowest 

While the present inquiry has 
not been finished, facts have al- 
ready been established that our 
program as administered, has not, 
and cannot accomplish these re- 
sults. From 1920 to 1933 the per- 
centage of American goods carried 
in American ships dropped from 43 
per cent to 36 per cent. Today the 
United States stands at the foot of 
all the nations of the world in ship 
construction. 

Our ships, subsidized with the 
money of the American taxpayer, 
have formed combinations with 
foreign ships, fixing freight rates 
so high by such agreements as to 
place additional burdens upon 
American farm, mine and factory. 
The Jones-White law contemplated 
a requirement in each subsidy con- 
tract that new ships should be con- 
structed. This was to maintain a 
modern merchant marine. In 1920 


we had 1,000 ships in foreign com- | 


merce — today we have 500. If 
every ship contracted with the Gov- 
ernment to be built should be con- 
structed, by the year 1940, this 
Government would have a puny 
fleet engaged in foreign trade of 
less than 75 modern vessels. With 
reference to training American 


boys to serve on the sea, it is sad | 


to relate, that the evidence discloses 
that some of the ship operators 


drawing the fatteest subsidies have | 


employed the minimum number of 
Americans and sought to obtain the 
passage of legislation to permit em- 


ployment by them of foreign sea- | 


men at low wages. 

It is impossible, in the short span 
of time I am to talk, to give details 
of the evidence before our commit- 
tee. The record, however, discloses 
that the huge subsidies paid by the 
Government to build up a merchant 
marine have been diverted from the 
channel and have been largely 
spent in high salaries, extravagant 
expense accounts, highly paid lob- 
byists and huge dividends. 

How Money Went 

Since 1928, our Government has 
contributed practically $1,000,000,- 
000 by mail subsidies, ship sales 
and Government loans, to shipping 
interests. A few illustrations will 
show how much of this money has 
gone: 

One man drew more than $300,- 
000 per year for his salary and ex- 
penses, charging up to the company 
of which he was an officer, as much 
as $75 for one day’s meal; $100 
for waiters; $75 for taxicabs. An- 
other shipping official charged his 
own. company a commission for 
buying Government boats, amount- 
ing to more than $600,000, and a 
part of these payments were made 
when the c6émpany was in default 
to the Government on its indebted- 
ness for the same ships. 

One company started in the ship- 
ping business with $500 paid-in 
capital. In a period of eight years, 
more than $7,000,600 profits were 
made. Another official of a holding 
company owning a subsidized ship- 
ping line, drew in salaries and 
bonuses more than $500,000 in one 
year. Another man made in net 
profits more than $3,500,000 from 
the time he began to have Govern- 
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PENN TRY TO 


(Continued from Page 3) 
\tions whom the employes had 
| chosen. 
| Against Company Unions 
The board ruled that “company 
unions” do not meet the require- 
ments of the Recovery Act. and 
\that the action of the employees in 
|selecting others than company rep- 
|resentatives was valid. 

Employees at the firm’s Birming- 
jham plant and at Bessemer had 
‘complained to the board that the 
company was discriminating against 
its employes who are members of 
A. F. of L. unions and had refused 
|to deal with any workers’ represen- 
tatives except those “chosen” un- 
der the “‘company union”’ plan. 

From New York comes word of 
‘the decision of Justice Paul Bon- 
ynge of the New York Supreme 
{Court who ruled that the labor pro- 
visions of the National Industrial 
Recovery Act (Section 7A) were 
{plainly intended by Congress to 
outlaw the “company union” and 
‘open shop’. 

In denying the plea of the Kings 
‘County Haberdashers for an in- 
| junction against the Retail Hat and 
|Furnishing Salesmen’s Union, the 
| Justice said, “‘the plaintiff’s (em- 
ployer’s) assumption that the pro- 
visions of the National Recovery 
| Act fortify their position is a mis- 
taken one. Nothing in the Act cur- 
tails the rights previously enjoyed 
by labor. 

Choose A. F. of L. 

“Quite to the contrary, Congress 
has greatly strengthened the arm 
of labor by stripping its traditional 
‘enemy of two highly effective 
weapons — the ‘company union’ 
/and the ‘open shop’.” 

Another blow was landed on 
\“company unions’ in Chicago, 
when two of the synthetic organi- 





ment contracts until 1933. Attor- zations bit the dust when employees 
neys’ fees of $100,000 have been | of the Indiana Harbor Belt Rail- 
paid to one individual law firm for|road and the Chicago Junction 
services in connection with a single | Railroad voted to be represented 
Government contract. Subsidized|by System Federation No. 103 of 
ship operators have become million- | the Railway Employes’ Department 
aires practically over night, while |of the A. F. of L. 

not even able to name the various | 

GET LARGE ORDER 


companies constituting their net-| 
Contracts totalling $800,000 


work of holding companies, subsi- ; 
diaries, affiliates and associated | 

companies. The entire sordid story|have been received by Pratt & 
is a sad one for every person who| Whitney, subsidiary of the United 





is ambitious for this country to/ Aircraft and Transportation Corpo- | 


have an honestly and efficiently | ration. This will call for production 
operated merchant marine. The sys-|of ninety-two new two-row radial 
(Continued on Page 7, Col. 3) {twin wasp motors. 


PUSHCO.UNION — 


| 
| 
{ 


Air Linz Pilots Assn., and Pilot Malone. 


LEFT TO RIGHT—Capt. Ben B. Lipsner, Chairman Chicago Tribune Goodfellows, 
Harry Solomon, Member Chicago Board of Education, Pilots McMakin and Yan Meter, | 
and David L. Behncke, President of the 
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—Photo Courtesy of Chicago Daily Tribune. 
Senior Pilot Clyde Holbrook of the American Airways 





brings Chirstmas Cheer into home as Goodfellow. 


The Councils 


(Continued from Page 2) 


With business falling off as it 
usually does at this season, a num- 
ber of pilots and co-pilots have 
been released from duty on this di- 
vision. A number of others have 
been transferred from one position 
to another in an effort to spread 
the work among as many as pos- 
sible. 


“Tommy” Thompson is back in 
the schedule with us again. He has 
been recovering from an appendi- 
citis operation, and has been off for 
some time. Is looking well and 
hearty again if you’re asking me. 


Vacations are in vogue at this 
time. Sterling has just returned to 
his duties. I have reason to believe 
that “Bob”? Dawson is cruising the 
Caribbean Sea, and the last heard 
of Willis Kennedy he was in Chi- 
cago, and heading for the far West 
on the first available space. Am 
sure that both will have wonderful 
trips. 

Ralph Reed has been relieved 
from flying and has been trans- 
ferred to Cheyenne, Wyoming, to 
a ground position there. To those 
of you there who will be meeting 
him, we recommend him very 


highly, and request that you treat | 


him right. 
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CELEBRATION 


Capt. Ben B. Lipsner, “Fath-| 


er of Airmail”? Thanks 
Behncke 


Members of the Air Line Pilots 
Association assisted President 
3ehneke in the distribution of bas- 
kets and good cheer attending the 
celebration of the Chicago Daily 
Tribune’s Silver Goodfellow Anni- 
versary. 

Capt. Ben B. Lipsner, chairman 
of the Aviation Goodfellows and 
“Father of the Airmail”, was pro- 
fuse in his thanks to ALPA. 

Clyde Holbrook, senior pilot for 


> tioned, 


News Notes team ALPA AIDS IN 


Jan uary, 1 934 


SENATE PROBE 
IS CONTINUED 
BY COMMITTEE 


(Continued from Page 5) 
government subsidy, duplicated the 
passenger service of the Robert- 
sons, and drove the smaller line 
out of business. 

Another Low Bidder Loses 

Charles C. Halpin told a similar 
but shorter story. He, too, flew in 
France, stuck to the flying game in 
peace-time, made a low bid for a 
contract given to another company 
for more money. Brown even had 
the nerve to tell Halpin that he 
didn’t deserve a contract because 
he had lost money. 

“T told him,” said Halpin, in sub- 
stance, ‘“‘that the companies he was 


| giving contracts had lost money un- 
itil they got the mails.” 


That is, 
until Brown gave them subsidies. 
In practically every case that has 
come before the committee, Brown 
has been shown disregarding bids 
and ladling out contracts to his fa- 


|vorites with no reference to costs. 


Theodore Taney, vice president 


|of Pittsburgh Airways, Inc., and J. 


D. Condon, president, told how they 


|formed the United Aviation Com- 
' pany to bid on the transcontinental 
{mail contracts. 
|have cost the government 62 cents 
;a mile. 
| Transcontinental Western Air Ex- 


Their bid would 
The contract went to the 


press at $1.01 a mile. The increas- 
ed cost to the government was 
$835,215 a year. 
Falsified 

Records were falsified to hide the 
collusion between the different com- 
panies, and the “understanding” 
between the companies and Brown. 
Black has two copies of the memo- 
randum which D. M. Sheaffer, vice 
president of the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, made for the T. A. T. — 
Transcontinental Air Transport — 
showing some promises which 


Records 


| Brown had made. 


The two copies are widely differ- 
ent; and before Black was through 
with him, Scheaffer virtually ad- 
mitted that the change was made 
to save Brown from embarrassment 
before the committee. 

Made Campaign Contributions 

The companies which got con- 
tracts showed their gratitude in 
campaign contributions. In 1928 
and 1932, officials of Aviation Cor- 
poration and American Airways 
handed $55,000 to the Republican 
Committee. 

R. Stanley Dollar, hardest-boiled 
labor crusher in American naviga- 
tion, and one of the officials men- 
put up $5,000. W. W. 
Crocker of California made a real 
gift, $25,000. R. K. Mellon of Pitts- 
burgh, speaking for Pan-American 
Airways, put up $70,000. 

Some Were Democrats 

D. K. Bruce of the Pan-Ameri- 
can sent $2,000 to the Democratic 
campaign chest in those two cam- 
paigns, and Henry Breckenridge of 
the Western Air Express $2,250. 

No one knows how far the probe 
will extend. It has stirred some 
highly placed quarters already. Col- 
onel Charles A. Lindbergh has sent 
the committee a statement explain- 
ling his receipt of $250,000 in air- 

plane stock, which he said he re- 
garded as payment for services, 
}and will come to Washington if 
called by the committee. 

Herbert Hoover, Jr., whose name 
| was coupled with airmail contracts, 
|sent the committee a sweeping and 
|rather ill-tempered denial, saying 


the American Airways, had a novel | that he had resigned his place with 
experience delivering one of the|the Western Air Express to keep 


ALPA baskets. 

Wearing his uniform, Clyde, who 
had been shot down during the 
World War, was non-pulsed for a 
moment when a youngster ques- 
tioned the fact that Clyde was 
really a flier. 

When Clyde showed the little 
fellow his pilot’s license, nothing 


would do, but to sit down and tell | 


the lad some of his sky experiences. 
It was a happy boy that Clyde 


| ‘slimy politicians and character as- 
| sassins’ from slandering his father. 
Senator McCarran (Dem., Nev.), 
thinks that young Hoover should be 
|summoned, but the matter has not 
|been decided yet. 
| Black has determined to go to 
|the bottom of the matter. He is 
|considering an inquiry lasting for 
|months and putting perhaps 200 
| witnesses on the stand. He has 
|asked the Senate for increased au- 
|thority and an appropriation of 


finally left and he is the kingpin of | $25,000. 


the neighborhood, for “didn’t a| 
real aviator come to his home with 
a Christmas basket?” 
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| news. 
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The AIR LINE PILOT summar- 
izes the outstanding aeronautical 
events of 1933 in the following 
calendar: 

JANUARY 

Jimmie Wedell made the fastest 
time, 205.295 miles an hour in the 
free - for - all-unlimited engine dis- 
placement race, at the Fifth An- 
nual All-American Air Races, which 
were held at Miami, Florida. (Jan. 
5-7.) 

Following an eight-day training 
cruise during which a mooring mast 
at Guantamo was inspected, the 
Akron returned to the Lakehurst, 
N. J. Naval Station. (Jan. 11.) 

Twenty-two planes and 59 men 
of the Second Brigade, U. S. Ma- 
rines, arrived at Anacostia after a 
2,500 mile flight from Managua, 
Nicaragua. (Jan. 12.) 

Flying from Istres, France, to 
Buenos Aires, Jean Mermoz com- 
pleted his second crossing of the 
South Atlantic in 54 hours and 33 
minutes. (Jan. 22.) 


FEBRUARY 

3arksdale Field, the $6,000,000 
Army air base at Shreveport, Loui- 
sana, was dedicated. (Feb. 2.) 

Squadron Leader Grayford and 
Flight Lieut. Nicholetts, British 
Air Force fliers, broke the world’s 
record for a non-stop flight when 
they landed at Walvis Bay, South 
West Africa, 5,341 miles from 
Cramwell, England, the starting 
point. (Feb. 8.) 

Capt. James Mollison landed at 
Natal, Brazil, completing a solo hop 
across the South Atlantic. Mollison 
took off from Thies, Senegal, Af- 
rica. (Feb. 9.) 

Ludington was merged with 
Eastern Air Transport and plans 
were announced to operate it as a 
division. (Feb. 15.) 

x * * 
MARCH 

An amendment to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce regulations in 
creased the hours required for a 
pilot’s license from 10 to 50. (Mar. 


Approval was given to the plans 
for a merger of North American 
Aviation, Inc., and General Avia- 
tion, Corp. (Mar. 2.) 

Mrs. William A. Moffett christen- 
ed the Macon in the Goodyear 
hangar at Akron, Ohio. (Mar. 11.) 


APRIL 
Mount Everest was conquered 
when on successive days the Mar- 
queses of Douglas and Clydesdale, 
accompanied by Col. L. V. S. 
Blacker in one plane and Flight 
Lieut. McIntyre and Cameraman 


' Bonnett in another ship, completed 


flights over the mountain. (April 


| 3-4.) 


One of the great disasters of 
the air occurred when the Akron 
crashed at sea off the coast of New 


| Jersey carrying to death its entire 


crew with the exception of Com- 
mander Wiley and two enlisted 
men. 
Rear Admiral Moffett was among 
those who died. (April 4.) 
Warrant Officer Agello of Italy 
set a new speed record of 423.77 
miles an hour. (April 10.) 
Fernando Loring completed the 
first solo flight from Hong Kong to 
Manila. (April 10.) 


The Macon made her maiden 
voyage. (April 21.) 
*x* k * 
MAY 

Amelia Earhart Putnam was 


awarded the Harmon and National 
Aviatrix Trophy for the U. S. in 
recognition of her solo-trans-Atlan- 
tie flight. 

Capt. Stanislaus Skarzynski, Po- 


and 50 minutes, a 2,140 mile solo 
flight across the South Atlantic 
from San Luis, Senegal, Africa to 
Maceio, Brazil. (May 8.) 

Arriving at Pernambuco, Brazil, 
the Graf Zeppelin completed its 
first trans-Atlantic crossing of the 
year on its regular scheduled serv- 


ice from Friedrichshafen, Ger- 
many. (May 9.) 
Marsye Hilz, French aviatrix, 


completed a 25,000-mile solo hop 
from Paris to Tokyo and return. 
(May 14.) 





lish flier, completed in 17 hours! 


| Jean Mermoz made _ another 
{South Atlantic crossing landing at 
Dakar, French Africa, with five 
persons. (May 15.) 

* * * 

JUNE 

An unofficial world’s speed rec- 
ord was hung up by Warrant Offi- 
cer Agello of the Royal Italian Air 
Force when he flew at a speed of 
440 miles an hour. (June 2.) 

Lieut. Comdr. Frank Hawks 
crossed the continent, non-stop, 
|from Los Angeles to New York in 
less than 1342 hours. (June 2.) 

Colonel Jimmie Mattern landed 
in Moscow with a new speed record 
having flown from New York, 
covering the 4,920 miles in actual 
flying time of less than 32 hours. 
| (June 3-5.) 

Capt. Mariano Barberan and 
‘Lieut. Joaquin Collar, Spanish 
| Army fliers, completed a non-stop 
flight of 4,906 miles from Seville, 
Spain to Camaguey, Cuba, in less 
than 40 hours. 4,500 miles of the 
trip were over water. (June 10- 
11.) 

United Air Lines inaugurated a 
20 hour eastbound coast to coast 
service with new 247 Boeing trans- 
port planes. (June 11.) 

Capt. J. Errol Boyd, Robert G. 
Lyon and H. P. Davis flew the old 
| Bellanca, Columbia, over a non- 
stop flight of 2,470 miles. They 
landed near Haiti. (June 11-13.) 


JULY 

General Italo Balbo and his fleet 
of flying boats took off from Or- 
betello, Italy, on the first leg of a 
flight to Chicago and a Century of 
Progress. (July 1.) 

Col. Roscoe Turner, flying in the 
Bendix Trophy race, established a 
new west bound transcontinental 
record of 11 hours and 30 minutes. 
The race was from New York to 
Los Angeles. (July 1.) 

Alfred K. Hall, 17 year old pilot, 
set an altitude record of 16,371 


feet over Floyd Bennett Field. 
(July 2:) 
The 1933 National Air Races 


were held at Municipal Airport, 
Los Angeles (July 1-4.) 

The American Air Races were 
held at Chicago, IIl., under the aus- 
pices of the Chicago Daily Tribune. 
Major R. W. Schroeder was in 
‘charge. (July 1-3.) 

Returning from Haiti, Errol 
Boyd and Robert Lyon landed at 
| Washington, D. C., after a one stop 
23 hour flight. (July 5-6.) 

Amelia Earhart Putnam broke 
the 
speed record for women when she 
made the trip in 17 hours 7.5 min- 
utes. (July 8.) 

Capt. Geoffrey de Havilland won 
the King’s Cup race in England. 
(July 8.) 

Flying in military formation, 
General Balbo and his squadron 
arrived in Chicago from Montreal. 
(July 14.) 

3ernt Balchen and Lincoln Ells- 
worth sailed from New Zealand to 
embark for the Antarctic on their 
exploration flight across the South 
Pole. (July 15.) 

Wiley Post and the Winnie Mae 
took off from Floyd Bennett Field 
on their round-the-world flight. 
(July 15.) 

Post lands, non-stop, in Berlin, 
Germany. flying 3,942 miles from 
New York. (July 16.) 

General Balbo and his flying 
boats arrive in New York, coming 
from Chicago and the World’s 
Fair. (July 19.) 

The Lindberghs start on their 
aerial survey of possible air routes 
to Europe via Greenland and Ice- 
‘land. (July 22.) 

Wiley Post flies around the 
world in 7 days, 18 hours and 49 
minutes, travelling 15,474 miles. 
(July 22.) 

Elmira, N. Y. holds the fourth 
annual Soaring Contest. (July 10- 
23.) 

Capt. and Amy Mollison made a 
forced landing at Stratford, Conn., 
after making a non stop flight 
across the ocean. Mrs. Millison was 
the first woman to make the east- 
west flight. (July 22-23.) 

General Balbo and his air ar- 

(Continued on Col. 4) 


eastbound trans continental | 


THE 


Black Demands | 
Subsidy Changes 


(Continued from Page 6) 
tem as operated has disappointed | 
its champions; has served to waste | 
and squander public money; and if | 
continued, would bankrupt the) 
Government and take the Ameri- 
can flag from the seas. Since the| 
dawn of human history, man has 
longed for the time when he could 
defy the laws of gravitation and 
open up highways through the air. | 
When Wright made his first flight 
from the sandy slopes of Kitty 
Hawk in North Carolina, the world 
gasped with joy, with pride and ad- 
miration. At last the dream of 
countless centuries had been rea- 
lized and man might now begin the 
onward march toward this new and 
rapid method of transportation. 
When the dauntless and intrepid 
Lindbergh made his daring flight 
across the Atlantic, the people 
knew that aviation was beyond its 
days of groping experimentation. 
In the glorious exaltation of the 
spirit of triumph over laws that 
had long kept men confined to 
earth, every man, woman and child 
was ready and anxious to contrib- 
ute another dime and dollar to the 
tax bill to hasten the day when the 
full benefits of this great invention 
might be extended to every city and 
hamlet in America. 
Scramble for Subsidies 

Men who had fiown over the 
battlefields of France pioneered in 
the aviation industry. Returning 
home with the spirit of flying con- 
trolling their thoughts and hopes, it 
was but a natural step for them to 
advance from the old barnstorming 
days to a regular passenger air 
traffic. Realizing the value of this 
new development in time of peace 
and war, the people were anxious 
to foster it. Legislation to aid this 
new industry was quickly passed 
and provided for the payment of 
money for the carriage of mail by 
airplanes. It was at this stage that 
the money changers saw their gold- 
en opportunity. Interested, as al- 
ways, in exploitation of the inven- 
tion and genius and efforts of some 
one else, alluring advertisements of 
prospective gains fascinated the 
gaze of millions. A wild scramble 
for the fruits of governmental sub- 
sidies began. As usual, the weak 
fell before the strong. The original 
aviation enthusiast, gazing out of 
his plane along the trail he had pio- 
neered, had neither time, opportun- 
ity, nor money to visit Washington 
and sit among the money changers 
as they divided up the airmail map, 
nor did his efforts to protect his in- 
terests meet with success. Before 
long, he found his line taken away 
from him. He could sell out for the 
price he could get, or he could see 
his cherished line gradually die 
from subsidized competition. When 
the airmail map had been re-draft- 
ed, it was found that the eighteen 
or more million dollars of taxpay- 
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ers’ money annually paid for the| 


carriage of airmail was controlled 
more than 90 per cent by four 
companies. 

At the directors’ tables there sat, 
not the pioneer air pilots, but the 
masters of American finance. The 
control of aviation had been ruth- 
lessly taken away from men who 


Seven 
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mada leave New York on their re-,; Ulm flew from Feltham, England, 
turn journey to Orbetello, Italy. to Derby, Australia, in 6 days 17 
(July 25.) hours 56 minutes. (Oct. 20.) 


ae Hearing before the National La- 
AUGUST bor Board concerning ALPA argu- 
By reaching an altitude of 19,-|ment relative to the pilot-company 
364 feet near Orly, France, avia-|dispute regarding pay question. 
trix Helen Boucher set an official (Oct. 4.) 
altitude record for light planes for * 
women. (Aug. 2.) NOVEMBER 
Kurt Schmidt established a ‘he Graf Zeppelin left Chicago, 
world’s record for endurance flying carrying passengers and mail on its 
in a glider at Koenigsburgh, Ger- | poturn trip to Germany, after pay- 
many, when he remained aloft for ing a visit to the World’s Fair. 
36 hours and 35 minutes. (Aug. 5.) | (Noy. 1.) 
A long distance flight record was| Making one stop in mid-ocean 
made by Lieuts. Codos and Rossi, ine the Westfalen is acting as 
who flew from Floyd Bennett Field |, floating seaport, a German flying 


to Rayak, near Bleirut, Syria, a) boat crossed the South Atlantic in 
hop of about 5,656 miles. (Aug. 15 hours. (Nov. 8.) 


5-7.) . 

General Balbo and his squadron James Wedell, ae Sears 
made a triumphant return to Or-| than 300 miles an hour, flew from 
betello, Italy, making the end of New York to Miami in 5 hours 1 

: minute. (Nov. 19.) 


their 12,000 mile journey to Chi- nit . 
cago and return. The trip required An official record was establish- 
ed by Commander Settle and Major 


about 45 days. (Aug. 14.) 
The Lindberghs arrived in Co-|Fordney when they reached a 
height of 61,237 feet. (Nov. 20.) 


penhagen. (Aug. 26.) 


* * 


Hearing of the Air Transporta- The Lindberghs reached Villa 
tion Code as proposed by the Aero- | Cisneros, Africa. (Nov. 26.) 
nautical Chamber of Commerce. .: * 2 
President Behncke and a committee DECEMBER 
of world famous pilots opposed the Lincoln Ellsworth sailed from 
Code, and asked that the pilots be New Zealand for the Antarctic 


exempted from its provisions, as 
they were professional men. The 
board later ruled in the pilots’ fa- 
vor. (Aug. 31.) 


regions. (Dec. 5.) 

The Lindberghs landed in Natal, 
Brazil, flying from Africa in 15 
hours 53 minutes. (Dec. 6.) 

Colonel and Mrs. Lindbergh de- 
RE i parted for the United States hop- 
Reorganization of the Depart- ing to reach home by Christmas. 
ment of Commerce resulted in the | , 

° ° : | (Dec. 8.) 
appointment of Rex Martin as Air, ; ; 
Navigation head, while Major J. | Rear Admiral Byrd sailed from 
Carroll Cone was placed in charge | Wellington, N. Z., on his second 
of the Air Regulation Division. Eu- | °XPedition to the Antarctic. (Dec. 
gene L. Vidal was appointed Direc- 12.) 
tor of Aeronautics. The Lindberghs reached home 

The Chicago Daily News spon- and completed a 30,000 mile aerial 
sored the International Air Meet Survey. (Dec. 12.) 
and James Gordon Bennett Bal-, Pilot Mal B. Freeburg receives 
loon race, which was held in con-' from President Roosevelt the first 
junction with the Century of Prog- ‘Air Mail Medal of Honor for heroic 


SEPTEMBER 


ress at Curtiss Airport, Chicago.' performance of duty. 
(Sept. 1-4.) David L. Behncke, ALPA head, 
Capt. Franciszek Hynek and Was present at the ceremony. (Dec. 


/13.) 

President Behncke was discharg- 
'ed by United Air Lines for his 
representation of the pilots during 
the Washington pay hearing and 
‘conferences. (Dec. 26.) 

Appeal was made to the National 
Richard C. DuPont flew a Bow-| Labor Board, which ordered the 
lus sailplane a distance of 122% , United Air Lines to restore Behn- 
miles and established a new Ameri- | ¢ke to duty with all back pay. 
can record. (Sept. 21.) ' Cases of Pilots Laurenzana and 

Roscoe Turner flew from Bur- Haueter were referred to regional 
bank to New York in 10 hours and boards for additional evidence. 


4 minutes and set a west-to-east 

mark. (Sept. 25. ° ° 

"Soe Cee Doolittle Cites 
Swift Advances 


Three Russian scientists ascend- 
ed to a height of 62,304 feet into 
. . 
of U.S. Aviation 
Maj. James H. Doolitteel, the 


the staratosphere for an unofficial 
record. (Sept. 30-Oct. 1.) 
Col. and Mrs. Lindbergh arrived 
| first man to fiy a plane solely by in- 
|strument control, recently told 
members of the Chicago Bar Asso- 


in Moscow. (Sept. 25.) 
ciation at luncheon that by the end 


Flying in formation five Navy 
seaplanes established a non-stop 

of this year air transportation will 
be the only mode of transportation 


mass flight record by covering the 
that will never be held up by wea- 


Lieut. Zbigniew Burzynsky, Polish 
balloonists, won the Bennett Tro- 
phy by landing their balloon 846 
miles from the starting point. 
Lieut. Comdr. Settle and Lieut. 
Kendall, U. S. Navy, were second. 
(Sept. 21.) 





OCTOBER 


During the National Air Pag- 
eant, Jack O’Meara established a 
new looping record for gliders, by 


(Continued on Page 8, Col. 3) 





AiR MAIL QUIZ turning 40 consecutive times. (Oct. 
| a) 
Major De Seversky, flying a 


plane of his own design, established 
a new mark for amphibions by 
travelling more than 180 miles an 
hour. (Oct. 8.) 

The Graf Zeppelin set a speed 


BROADENED BY 
SEN.H.L.BLACK 


(Continued from Page 5) 
Chicago Herald-Examiner 
(January 19, 1934) 

Washington. — Postmaster Gen- 
eral James A. Farley told newsmen | 
today he wasn’t sure “to be honest” | 
just what plane he had for his! world’s record. (Oct. 12.) 
western trip last October, “but I’d| The Macon arrived at Sunny- 
rather not discuss that now.” Sen-| vale, Cal., her permanent base. 
|ator Austin of Vermont of the Sen- | (Oct. 12.) 
ate committee investigating airmail) Charles Kingsford-Smith flew 
contracts, said yesterday he would|from England to Australia in 7 
ask that Farley be called to testify | days, 4 hours and 50 minutes. 
regarding his plane trip West. Accompanied by a crew, Charles 


Friedrichshafen and Pernambuco, 
Brazil, by covering the journey in 
72 hours and 40 minutes. 


Army, made a delayed parachute 
jump of 23,124 feet for a new 


mark for the distance between! 


Victor Evecyef, of the Russian | 


distance from Norfolk, Va., to 
Coco Solo, Canal Zone, in 25 hours 
ther, except, possibly, the slowest 
mode of all, travel by muleback. 


and 29 minutes. It is 1,788 nautical 
“Last year 98 per cent of all 


miles. 
' scheduled trips on the airlines were 

completed,” Maj. Doolittle said. 

Maj. Doolittle was the speaker at 
a luncheon given in honor of the 
Air Law institute of Northwestern 
|university, of which Prof. Fred 
Fagg, Jr., is director. Dean Leon 
_Green of the law school presided. 





‘BREAK AIR RECORD 
AT 225-MILE SPEED 





Speed records between Minneap- 
|olis and Milwaukee were broken, 
officials of Northwest Airways, Inc. 
_announced recently by Pilot Mel 
Fried and Copilot Carl Martin, 
,Who flew the 312 miles in eighty- 
three minutes, an average of more 
jthan 225 miles an hour. Their 
plane was a Ford tri-motored, with 
,a heavy load of express and mail. 
A 100-mile tail wind helped. 








Eight 


Aero Branch iia tialiene 


Manufacturers in Bulletin 


Claims New Construction Features Introduce Serious Prob- 
lems; Peril of Flutter 


The Air Line Pilots Association 
and President Behneke have re- 
peatedly maintained that super- 
speed schedules constitute a haz- 
ard to the pilot consisting of both 
mental and physical strain. There 
also exists an added menace to the 
safety of the plane. 

Regarding the effect on the pilot 
Dr. Ralph Greene, former president 
of the Aero Medical Society, gave 
professional verification to the 
opinion of President Behncke, 
when he testified during the pilots’ 
pay hearings in Washington. 

It remained for the Department 
of Commerce to officially call at- 
tention to the effect of speed on 
equipment. In a memo to Aircraft 
Manufacturers, dated January 3, 
1934, J. Carroll Cone, assistant di- 
rector of aeronautics, makes the 
following statement: 

Recent rapid improvement in air- 
craft performance, together with 
new design features such as control 
surface tabs and wing flaps, have 
introduced new and serious prob- 
lems in the field of aircraft engi- 
neering. One of the most serious of 
these problems is the phenomena of 
destructive vibration or flutter 
which will, if not thoroughly under- 
stood and prevented, become more 
of a menace as speeds increase. 
This subject has consequently been 
the object of intensive study dur- 
ing the past few months and al- 
though much research work re- 
mains to be done, certain facts are 
now known and can be given im- 
mediate practical application. These 
facts have lead to the drafting of 
the following design rules which 
we believe to represent wise and 
necessary precautionary measures 
for the prevention of destructive 
flutter: 

1. The dynamic balance coeffi- 
cient of the rudder and of each 
separate elevator as computed 
about the point of intersection of 
the hinge line with the center line 
of fuselage should be not more 
than .0&. This coefficient is non- 
dimensional and consists of a frac- 
tion whose numerator is the re- 
sultant product of inertia of the 
control surface and whose denomi- 
nator is equal to the mass (or 
weight) multiplied by the aerody- 
namie area of the control surface. 
The resultant product of inertia 
is obtained from the algebraic sum 
of the products of inertia in the 
four quadrants considering the 
products of inertia in the first and 
third quadrants as positive and 
that in the second and fourth 
quadrants as negative. A dynami- 
cally unbalanced surface will al- 
ways have a positive resultant pro- 
duct of inertia. In addition to the 
balance thus obtained the eleva- 
tors should be directly intercon- 
nected. 

2. Ailerons and all trailing edge 
tabs should be statically balanced. 
In addition tab controls should be 
irreversible and conservatively 
rigid. Where trailing edge tabs are 
used to assist in moving the main 
surface, care should be taken in 
proportioning areas and relative 
movements so that the main sur- 
face is not overbalanced at any 
time. 

3. The natural frequencies of vi- 
bration for the following units 
should be determined and the unit 


should be so designed that none of ; 


the pairs mentioned have natural 
frequency values within 30 per 
cent of each other: 

Elevator Control System (both 
elevators vibrating together) vs. 
stabilizer in bending. 

Elevator Torque Tube (elevators 
vibrating in opposite directions) vs. 
fuselage in torsion. 

Rudder Control System vs. fin in 
bending or fuselage in torsion. 

Aileron Control System vs. wings 
in either bending or torsion. 

4. Although there is insufficient 
information available to enable 
values to be quoted, the entire 
structure, particularly on high- 
speed aircraft, should be as rigid 
as possible since rigidity is an im- 
portant factor. 








INCREASED ON 
UNITED RUNS 


According to George Wheat, vice 
president of Aircraft and Trans- 
port Corporation, United Air Lines 
plans to replace the present Wasp 
550 horse power motors with the 
same motor fitted with a reduction 
gear to the propellor, which will 
greatly increase propellor efficiency 
and the speed of the planes from 
20 to 25 miles an hour. 

The mootrs will also be equipped 
with controllable pitch propellors. 

“Through this improvement,” 
Mr. Wheat said, ‘‘we plan to meet 
competition of a southern trans- 
continental ari line that is adopting 
new high speed equipment in an 
effort to route travel away from 
the Chicago gateway.” 

This is the second increase in 
speed schedules made by the Unit- 
ed Air Lines. Last spring sixty new 
Boeings were placed in service 
which increased the cruising speed 
of the service from 125 miles an 
hour to 171 miles an hour. 

The new high speeds will be put 
into effect this spring. 





16 Hour Service, 
Coast to Coast, 
Starting in April 


New York, Jan. 23. — Sixteen 
hour coast to coast service is to be 
established in April by Transconti- 
nental and Wesetern Air, Inc. That 
was announced today by Richard 
W. Robbins, president of the 
“Lindbergh line’. The announce- 
ment was made following the plac- 
ing of an order with Douglas Air- 
craft company at Santa Monica, 
Cal., for forty-one new all-metal 
transports, which will cruise at 180 
miles an hour. 

The planes, now under construc- 
tion at Santa Monica, will replace 
the equipment now in use. Test 
pilots of the company have been 
trying the first of these planes for 
the last six months. The order to- 
tals $3,500,000 inclusive of the en- 
gines. 

Under the supervision of Col. 
Charles A. Lindbergh, technical ad- 
viser to the air line, rigid tests 
were conducted before the selec- 
tion of 700 horse power Wright 
Cyclone engines was made for the 
fleet of new air transports, officials 
of the company said. The engine is 
the same as the one that powered 
the plane Col. Lindbergh flew 
across the Atlantic on his recent 
survey trip. 

The new planes carry fourteen 
passengers, two pilots, and a cargo 
of 600 pounds of mail and ex- 
press. They have a range of 1,000 
miles, and their cruising speed of 
three miles a minute is with but 
,two-thirds of the available horse 
' power. 





CODE IS SIGNED 


Pan American Airways has 
signed the code of fair competition 
for the air transport industry as 
approved by the President. The 
code does not apply to the opera- 
tions of the system. 








As the above design rules repre- 
jsent the concensus of opinion of 
the most authoritative sources 
available at the present time, they 
will be placed in effect immediately 
on all aircraft having a top speed 
in excess of 150 MPH, together 
with ohter special rulings which 
have been made for this type of 
aircraft, pending the completion of 
the amendments to the airworthi- 


placed in effect on July first of this 
| year. 


ness requirements which will be) 


THE AIR LINE PILOT 
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NEW P. A. A. PLANES 

According to J. T. Trippe, presi- 
dent of the Pan American Air- 
ways, contracts have been placed 
for the largest fleet of motored 
aircraft in the world. The construc- 
tion work will cost more than $3,- 
349,000 and employment will be 
provided for hundreds of skilled 
technicians and laborers. 

Twelve 200 mile per hour and 
12 new high speed marine trans- 
ports comprise the order, which 
has been awarded to the Douglas 
Aircraft company and the Lock- 
heed Aircraft corporation. 


COMPLETE 85% OF RUNS 

According to Paul Collins, a vice 
president of the Boston & Maine 
Airways, more than 100,000 miles 
have been flown to date and 85 per 
cent of the scheduled flights have 
been completed, which the opera- 
tors feel is a good record for 
“wintry New England’’. 

The Vermont run is soon to be 
extended to Burlington and prob- 
ably will operate through to Mon- 
treal next spring. 


WING-FLAPS USED 
Wind-flap “air brakes’ will be 
inaugurated on the service between 
New York and Los Angeles by a 
fleet of T. & W. A.’s new Douglas 
low-wing monoplanes. 








Black D 
Subsidy Changes 


(Continued from Page 7) 
could fly and bestowed upon bank- 
ers, brokers, promoters and politic- 
ians, sitting in their inner offices, 
allotting among themselves the tax- 
payers’ money. Again fortunes 
were made overnight. Forty dollars 
invested in an airplane engine com- 
pany went upward to a subsidized 
aviation company, and in approxi- 
mately two years gave to the $40 
investor a value of $6,000,000. 

Two hundred and seven dollars 
made another man worth $25,000,- 
000. 

Two thousand five hundred and 
thirty dollars made another man 
worth $35,000,000. 

Little Competitive Bidding 

In awarding the contracts for 
both ocean and airmail, there has 
been practically no competitive 
bidding except in name only. Low 
bids have been denied and high 
bids accepted. The people’s money 
in airmail contracts has largely 
gone for high salaries, huge bonus- 
es, wasteful and extravagant man- 
agement, and to enrich a favored 
few. Government subsidies always 
have and always will tempt the 
greedy. They always have and al- 
ways will lead to corruption. The 
energy of ocean and airmail op- 
erators has been spent more in 
seeking Government money than in 
operating ships and airplanes. Easy 
Government money stifles genius, 
paralyzes business effort and re- 
moves the incentive for frugal and 
efficient business management. Any 
business man is more likely to 
squander the money of some one 
else than he is his own. Until the 
Special Committee has completed 
its work I cannot state what its 
recommendations will be. Remedies 
can be applied by executive and ad- 
ministrative action, as well as by 
legislation. Contracts in. default or 
secured by fraud, trickery, conni- 
vance or corruption can be can- 
celed, altered or modified without 
legislation. I am sure proper steps 
will be taken to accomplish this 
purpose. It is clear the Government 
must adopt one of three alternative 
courses: 

1, Abandon the subsidy system 
entirely and depend upon business 
demands to develop aviation and 
merchant marine, the Government 
to pay a reasonable charge for mail 
services. 

2. Abandon the subsidy system 
entirely, and where business agen- 
cies will not operate, carry on these 
trade routes by direct governmen- 
tal operation. 
| 8. Continue a subsidy system 


emands 


E NEWS 


e Air Line Pilot 


The wind flaps not only slow 
the ship down when landing, but 
they also give it a much sharper 
gliding angle, so that it can land in 
very small fields, compared to its 
ability to land without these safety 
aids. 


CHI-ALASKA ROUTE 

Plans are being formulated to 
link Alaska with Chicago, Illinois. 
|The first step will be taken next 
spring when Pan American opens 
an air line between Spokane, 
Wash., and Alaska. 

Spokane is the southern terminus 
of the route served by Northwest 
Airways, which plans to inaugurate 
a high speed mail, passenger and 
express service direct to Chicago. 

It is possible that Pan American 
will extend their service to the 
Orient from Alaska. Pan American 
is already operating an air line in 
China in conjunction with the 
Chinese National government. 





NEW RECORD MADE 

United Airlines claims an inter- 
national record for passengers and 
mileage by carrying for the first 
eleven months of 1933 over 119,- 
274 revenue passengers over a dis- 
tance of 13,501,140 miles. 

For the same period in 1932 
there were 83,869 passengers car- 
ried over 12,050,374 miles. 








with complete revision and over- 
hauling of the system so that as far 
as possible abuses may be prevent- 
ed, injustices corrected and the 
taxpayer assured that his money 
will be used to build a merchant 
marine and promote aviation. 


Other Recommendations 

Among other things which I per- 
sonally believe should be done as a 
result of facts our inquiry has dis- 
closed are these: 

Prohibit by law free passes and 
special privileges on subsidized oc- 
ean and air lines to members of 
Congress, Government officials and 
others, except on official business. 
_Prohibit against maintenance of 
|paid lobbyists. Drastic limitation on 
high salaries, expense accounts and 
perquisites to favored individuals 
and the maintenance of a fair, just 
and liberal wage level for the men 
who actually do the work. Prohibi- 
tion against subsidized companies 
employing Government employes 
with whom business transactions 
have been negotiated for a certain 
period of time after they leave the 
Government service. Prohibition 
against efforts to influence con- 
tracts or modifications by members 
of Congress, Senate and party offi- 
cials. A limitation of profits to a 
reasonable return upon actual in- 
vestment. The construction of ships 
that will compete on a fair basis 
with modern equipment and with 
sufficient speed to be useful in case 
of national needs. More stringent 
regualtions compelling employment 
of Americans on our ships, at a de- 
cent wage level. A uniform system 
of bookkeeping, with a penalty for 
improper entries. Protection of 
honest stockholders from manipula- 
tive profits of bankers, brokers and 
promoters. The absolute prohibi- 
tion, or drastic regulations and 
limitations of holding companies, 
subsidiaries, associates and affil- 
iates. The seizure by taxation of 
unjust gains and so-called profits of 
individuals whose fortunes grow 


overnight from investments of $40! 


or $250 to $6,000,000 or $35,000,- 
000. A protection of the Ameri- 
can shipper from unfair rates fixed 
by agreements of ship operators 
with each other and with foreign 
lines. A prohibition against Ameri- 
can flag ship operators holding an 
interest in the business or profits 
of our foreign competitors. The 
time has come for every person 
who honestly desires to promote 
American shipping and aviation to 
unite to release these industries 
from their subjection to profiteer- 
ing promoters, stock manipulators, 


January, 1934 





HEARING WILL 


BE CONCLUDED 


IN NEXT ISSUE 


Miinutes of Senator Wagner’s 
Hearing Tell Further 
Developments 





The AIR LINE PILOT will be 
forced to continue until its next 
issue the minutes of the Wagner 
Hearing. 

This is caused by the unusual 
amount of news attending the 











air mail hearings of Senator 
Black. 
Mr. Pruitt: For some reason or 


other it is my understanding that 
they wanted to be exempt from the 
Code, as far as wages and hours 
were concerned, and they secured 
a ruling from the Deputy Adminis- 
trator exempting them from the 
code. So the question came up, how 
are you to determine what the 
wages are to be? They were out of 
the code. There was some argu- 
ment and some dispute as you 
gentlemen have seen. 

On September the 18th, Mr. Sey- 
mour sent a letter to every pilot in 
our company and he invited them 
to a conference to be held in Chi- 
cago on September the 25th, 1933, 
for the purpose of discussing con- 
ditions of employment of American 
Airways pilots and to promote a 
complete understanding of the mu- 
tual obligation of the company and 
its employees in general and the 
pilots in particular. 

There was no suggestion made in 
this communication as to how the 
representatives of the pilots wer« 
to be chosen. We asked that they 
choose their representatives and 
that arrangements be made with 
their division managers for leaves 
of absence and for free transpor- 
tation to and from Chicago, so 
that they could come to Chicago 
and discuss these things with the 
President of the Company. 

It was his orders that such rep- 
resentatives be sent, and these 
gentlemen were still working for 
us. I should think that they would 
have been glad to come and talk 
over honestly and sincerely and 
conscientiously this matter, in the 
hope of having a fair and open dis- 
cussion and arriving at some agree- 
ment with them. 

Nobody showed up on Septem- 
ber 25th. I am going to tell you 
why they did not show up. Every 
pilot that was working for us re- 
ceived a communication from the 
Air Line Pilots Association. It was 
a communication that obviously 
was intended to bring about some 
very good feeling! It says: 

“This letter is being telephoned 
from Washington to Chicago be- 
cause of the urgent necessity of 
getting the latest development re- 
cently uncovered down here in 
Washington out to every member 
as quickly as possible. Because it 
is telephoned we are only able to 
cover briefly the highlights of the 
latest trickery of the operators to 
cut your salaries; salaries which 
they have no right and no just and 
fair reason to cut, but they are out 
to cut the pilots and that is all it 
amounts to. 

“First they tried to cut salaries 
through the machinery of the NRA 
by suggesting a $250 minimum sal- 
ary for air line pilots with 140 
hours flying a month. Failing in 
| this they started stalling and have 
| Stalled ever since. 

“We believe the operators have 
|no intention of signing the code 
|and co-operating with the present 
| Administration unless forced to. 

| “Their latest move was to call a 
|pay conference on several of the 
| leading air lines under the guise of 
\arbitrating fairly and squarely 
| with their pilots. These conferences 
| were to be staged on Monday, Sep- 
|tember 25th. These would not be 
|pay conferences but would be 


bankers and privileged politicians. | merely some more trickery of a 
This cancerous growth must be cut kind of which they are capable to 
from these essential American in-| serve as a time and place to an- 
dustries. Our flag must remain on | nounce new and still more involved 


jthe seas. 
|must go forward. 


Our aviation industry pay systems. 


(To Be Continued) 
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